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SESSION. 


30TH ConcREess, Ist 


that can influence the actions of honest men, to 
stop before you commit yourselves to a line of 
conduct that would disgrace a pettifogger, much 
more a great political party. But, sir, if you are 
sincere in the declaration that the great Whig issues 
are obsolete, and that the great statesman of Ken- 
tucky—the imbodiment, the head and great repre- 
sentative of your party principles—is also obsolete; 
that you as a party have become satisfied that the 

rinciples of the tariff of 1846, as well as the inde- 

endent treasury, embrace the true financial policy 
of this Government; that the war in which we 
are now engaged is a just and necessary war, 
brought about by the oft-repeated wrongs of Mex- 
ico; and that the war shall be prosecuted until ter- 
minated by an honorable peace, with ample in- 
demnity for the past and security for the future; 
and if at indemnity should chance to be in territo- 
ry, thatit shall be received and thrown open to emi- 


ico did commence. 


grants from all the States of this Union, that they | 


may freely enter and possess the goodly land, with 
their families, their domestics, herds, and property 
of every kind and description; sir, let the fathers 
of the Whig party step forward and take this 
ground, with General Taylor at theirhead, and you 
may elect him to-morrow, and I will say, amen. 
Abandon your political errors, and administer the 
Government on correct principles, and you may 
have all the offices, honors, and emoluments, so 
far as Iam concerned, and I will cheerfully retire 
to the more honorable and happy station of a tiller 
of the soil, and one of the sovereigns of the land. 
But, sir, if the Whig party should be disposed 
not to disband, but to follow the lead of my worthy 
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try or nation. General Taylor, in command of 
our troops, cannot do it. ‘The President in the 
NVhite House cannot do it. The Supreme Court 
cannot do it. A commander in the navy cannot 
do it. No, sir; nothing short of a declaration by 
Congress, recognizing or declaring a war, will be 
adequate to put into force the laws of war. Gen- 
eral Taylor might give an offence. The President 
might give anoffence. ‘The Supreme Court might 
give an offence. A commander in your navy might 
give an offence. Indeed, any private citizen may 
give an offence to another nation; butall that don’t 
produce a state of war. The United States and 
her citizens may have a thousand injuries inflicted | 
upon them, any one of which might be sufficient 
to authorize a declaration of war; but until that 
declaration is made by Congress, no war exists, 
Now, I would inquire when this war with Mex- 
Will any deny that it com- 
menced on our part, and only commenced when 


the act of the 13th of May, 1846, took effect? It 


} 
| 


is true that Mexico had taken the initiative steps, 
but General Taylor had only acted on the defen- 
sive up to that period. Then, sir, for causes good 
and sufficient in the eyes of Congress—the constitu- 
tional war-declaring power—this war was brough 

about by the acts of aggression on the part of Mex- 
ico, and the law of Congress recognizing it, and 
providing for its prosecution. So soon as Congress 


| declares war, and gives the supplies of men and 


colleazue from the Richmond district, and make an- | 


other fight on their old issues, which, from the last 
bulletin from Ashland, now seems a to be the 
case,—then I would say to the young Whigs on the 


other side of the House, and in the country, who | 


have seen the error of their ways, Come out from 


among your old associates, come freely over to us | 


on this side of the House, confess your sins openly, 


and promise to do better, and we will baptize you || 


into the Democratic church. Sir, thousands of 
the Whig party, indeed, I think, all honest men, 
must know and confess that the great Whig lead- 


ers are false prophets and mistaken politicians. | 


They can prognosticate as much evil as any set of 
men in the world; but they cannot successfully 
administer the Government. They prophesy ruin 
and calamities dire growing out of the adoption of 
Democratic measures; but those calamities only 


money, it hecomes the duty of the commander-in- 
chief of the army and navy of the United States | 
to prosecute it. Congress ‘lets slip the dogs of 
war.” The President conducts the chase. The 
Constitution has made this wise division of power. 
Whilst Congress is responsible for bringing the. 
country into a state of war—whilst we, sir, are 
responsible to the people of our respective districts | 
for our votes on a declaration of war—the Presi- 
dent is responsible to the whole people, by whom | 
he is elected, for the manner in which the war shall 


| be conducted, and in which it shall be brought to 


aclose. It is true, that the Senate, representing 
the States, has to divide the responsibility of finally 
ratifying a treaty of peace. 

How will the leaders of the Whig party justify | 
themselves before this nation in their repeated at- 
tempts to make the world believe, to make Mexi- 
co believe, and even the less informed of our own 


| countrymen believe, that this is the President’s war, 


are fully realized by the country when they them- || 


selves are administering the Government. 
did the Federal party of this country come into 
power that they did not bring with them national 


When | 


‘an unconstitutional and an unnecessarney war’’— 


| yes, ‘*a damnable war’’—prosecuted by the Presi- 


dent for ambitious, wicked, and Sane genynteny 
All this, and much more, we have heard from the 


| Whig party on this floor, in the Senate, and from | 


| the Whig press of the country, since the 13th May, 


calamities and misrule, that aroused the people to | 
a sense of their dangers, and lead to a speedy |) 


change of their rulers? The present Opposition 
have never been permitted to continue a second 
time in succession in power, and they never will. 


If you were to come into power to-morrow, unless | 


you change your principles and policy, the people 
would give you your walking-papers at the ex- 
piration of your first constitutional term. Your 


partial legislation in favor of the capital of the || 


country—in favor of associated wealth, in the 


shape of manufacturing or banking corporations; | 


your opposition to the extension of the area of 
freedom; your apparent sympathies with the ene- 
mies of your country in times of war,—conspire 
to unfit your leaders for successfully and satis- 
factorily administering this Government on the 
pinesess and scale which are calculated to make 
er fulfill her high destiny and mission among the 
nations of the earth. 


worse light than they stand before the country; 
but I propose examining their conduct and course 


on the subject of the war, and see how it will com- | 
pare with the dictates of patriotism, plain honesty, || 


and consistency. 

By the eighth section of the first article of the 
Constitution of the United Stutes, Congress is in- 
vested with the power of declaring war. 
branch of this Government save Congress can put 
this country in a state of war with any other coun- 


46 


( I do not want to make a. 
partisan speech, nor to place the Opposition in a | 


No other | 


| than t 


1846, and while the war was raging in Mexico,whilst 
the President had his hands full with a foreign and 
deadly enemy, and whilst the blood of our brave 
countrymen was freely flowing in vindication of the 
rights and glory of their country. No sooner was | 
the responsibility of this war, by the act of May, 
1846, placed on the shoulders of the President, 

~ leaders of the Whig party, and almost 


| the entire Whig press of the country, commenced 


throwing the most difficult obstacles in the way of 
its successful prosecution and honorable termina- | 
tion. Supplies were delayed, the war was de- 
nounced as unjust; all at once it was discovered | 


| that the climate of Mexico was poisoned with sick- | 


ness and death, that it promised nothing but a 


| robber’s grave to the soldier that went there to fight | 
'| the battles of his country ; the hcrrors of war were 


_ depicted in the high imagery of the Whig orators, | 


poets, and scribblers of the land; the frantic wife 
and mother, the weeping sister and lover, were all 
held up to the full gaze of the citizen-soldier that | 
otherwise might be willing to enter the service of 
his country; not a sentiment entertained in Mex- | 
ico herself against the justness of the war on our 
part, but found a response on the other side of | 
this Hall. 


| his murderous band, and told them of the wrongs 


' unnecessarily begun by a poor, weak, lying, come- | 


offered to Mexico—when he told them that the | 


war was one of invasion, unconstitutionally and | 


'| rival. 


When the guerrilla chief harangued | 
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was damnable in its conception, and wicked in its 
purposes,—he proved all his assertions from the 
votes, records, and speeches emanating from the 
Congress of the United States and Whig press of 
the country. Now, sir, ask, what was all this 
vpposition for? Was it to help our own cduniry 
or Mexico? Can any man be mistaken in its pur- 
poses and effects? I know it is natural for great 
and good men to take sides in favor of the weak 
und oppressed against the oppressor; but I think 
patriotism should have induced the relentless Op- 
position to look better to the causes and history 
of the war before they gave this kind of “aid and 
comfort’’ to the enemy. 

Sir, | do not much wonder that the young Whigs 
should wish to bury all the old party issues, and 
enter the campaign of 1848 in a * blaze of glory”’ 
for a hero of the war and a no-party candidate. 
Now that Mexico has been chastised tor her wick- 
edness and folly, in spite of all the sympathies that 
could be raised in her favor, and has consented to 
make an honorable peace—when the blessings of 
that peace are about visiting both countries, and 
the rich harvest of the war is about to be gathered 
to our own,—I am not surprised to see the more 
sagacious of the Whig party, like our first parents 
after they had sinned, discovering their nakedness, 
and trying to cover themselves from the gaze of an 
indignant people. 

Now, I have a few remarks to make, connected 
with the history and conduct of the two great 
political parties of the country, and [ am done. 
The Democratic party never forsakes the cause of 
their country because the Executive branch of the 
Government may be in the hands of their oppo- 
nents. In 1840 the Whigs came into power, under 
circumstances as well calculated to sour and im- 
bitter the Democrats as any which we can well 
conceive of; yet that Administration, in its trials 
and misfortunes, found much, indeed most, of its 
support, aid, and comfort from the Democratic 
party; not for any partiality for the incumbents, but 
because we loved the people and the country they 
represented. How has it been with.the Executive 
that the people brought into power in the election 
of 1844? Has it got any aid and comfort in its 
trials and difficulties? Has it been encouraged or 
sustained in good faith in any of its measures of 
domestic or foreign policy. No, sir; no. The 
city of Rome was saved by the opposition and jeal- 
ousy of a Carthaginian Senate, and Carthage, in 
her turn, sacked and overrun by a Roman army. 
Mexico has not been so fortunate as the imperial 
city, nor the calamities so great to our own coun- 
try as to Carthage; but, so far as the party effort 
was concerned, the cases are parallel. Ido not 
wish to be understood to insinuate that the Car- 
thaginian Senate intended to bring destruction upon 
their own country, but it was the result of an effort 
to break down a rival in the person of Hannibal. 
1 am also quite sure that the Opposition here had 


|, ho separate and independent wish to injure their 


own country. Their object was to break down a 
But, sir, they were willing to do it at too 
greatacost. Their well-directed blows at the Ex- 
ecutive of their own country whetted the sword 
end nerved the arm of Mexico; and I doubt not 
that many a noble soldier and patriot are now sleep- 
ing in death, who could have been saved to the 
nation, but for this misguided effort. 

Again: the Whig party seems quite inclined to 
come into power without giving to the people any 
pledges or opinions by which they will be guided 
in the administration of public affairs. In 1840, 
they came into power in this way, and the disas- 
trous consequences that followed are too fresh in 
the memory of all to need recapitulation. 

In 1844 the Democratic party held out in bold 
relief the contrary policy. We, in the Baltimore 
Convention, by our resolutions and address to the 
people, pledged our nominee to a line of conduct 
and measures that have been to him like the polar 
star to the mariner, and enabled him to keep the 
noble vessel in his charge set to the breeze of 
enlightened public will. Sir, this Administration 
came into power pledged to bring upon the country 


|, by-chance President of the United States—that it || the blessings of free trade, and enlarged and libe- 
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ral commerce; to establish the independent treas- 
ury on a firm basis; to settle the Oregon question; 


and finally to annex ‘Texas; all of which it has | 
most faithfully done; and, by way of good meas- | 


ure, it is about throwing in New Mexico and 
Upper Calfornia, with all their golden treasures 
and commercial advantages; and all this in spite of 
one of the most talented, as well as most bitter and 
relentless oppositions that ever ¢ xisted in this coun- 
try. Polk’s valuable and glorious administration 
is about to close; glorious | may call it—history 
will record itso. It has fulfilled the high purposes 
for which it was designed by a wise Providence, 
and the people by whom it was called into exist- 
ence. {It has cleared away the doubts and embar- 
rassmemta left hanging over all the branches of the 


Government by its immediate predecessor. Its | 


financial and commercial policy has been felt at 


home and abroad, and has attracted the notice and | 


admiration of the civilized world. Its foreign re- 
lations have been conducted with a capacity and 


success never surpassed, if ever equalled in the | 


history of the country. With regard to our naval 
and military operations, what language shall 1 em- 
ploy to do them jusuce? 


Shall | compare them to 


the campaigns of Napoleon? Althoughona smaller | 
scale, in point of energy and glory of achievements, | 
even the skill and exploits of the Emperor will fur- | 


nish no parallel, 


Sir, in future, when orators find | 


it necessary to refer to the highest and noblest | 
efforts of which man is capable, they will not have | 
to travel to the far-famed field of Thermopyle, but | 
they will find stronger and brighter examples in | 


the history of our own beloved country. 
Sir, those who think with me on these subjects 
have a duty to perform in s¢ lecting and electing a 


successor able and worthy to fill the place of our 


present Chief Magistrate. Who that individual 
may be I care not, so that he is capable, willing, and 
pledged to carry out the great doctrines and demo- 
cratic principles found in the Constitution and 
bases of free government, as adopted and inter- 
preted by our republican fathers. 

I regret, sir, to see the manufacturing interest of 
the country attaching itself to a great political 
party. I regret to see the river and harbor inter- 


est attaching itself to a great political party, and | 


regret to see the plunderers of the public domain 


attaching themselves to a great political party. 
Who can mistake the objects of those very disinter- 


ested politicians? Can any doubt, if the party to 
that they wil! expect to be rewarded for their ser- 
vices by taxing and plundering the other great 
interests or sections of the country to the amount of 
many millions for their own especial benefit? 1 
wish I could say that my own party was entirely 
free from this class of politicians; but, thank God, 
I can say that it is more so than any other party 
of this country that is likely to come into power. 
J am very anxious, sir, to see this session of Con- 
gress brought to a close so soon as our relations 
with Mexico will permit. 


when I can talk to themon these subjects with more 
freedom and ease than through the embarrassing 
medium of a written speech, 


1 am anxious to meet | 
my constituents on the court greens of my district, | 





There I will not be | 


talking at the public expense, but upon “ my own | 
hook.” I willbe ready to help to discuss those great 
questions of national policy with our political op- | 


ponents, whether they are fighting in the open field | 


under the lead of the bold and fearless champion | 
of Kentucky, or concealed and forted up under the 


auspices of a military chieftain, 
Mr. Chairman, the Democratic party voted for the 
war—helped to place on the head of the President 


the burden and responsibility of its prosecution, | 
they have in good faith, in word and deed, stood | 
by, and cheered on the commander-in-chief of the | 
armies and navy of the country in the conflict. | 


With a few exceptions, the Whig party in Con- 


encouraged the constitutional conductor of that 


war—what aid and comfort they have given him, | 


I will leave to the people and the history of the |! 


times to decide. 
As a specimen of the patriotism and consistency 


of a large standing army, and made that the pre- 
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text for their opposition to the passage of the ten- | 
regiment bill, and other provisions for the increase 
of the army. To quiet the fears of the Opposition 
and country on that subject, we inserted in the 
laws having for their object the increase of the 


| army, a provision, that at the close of the war, all 
| such increase, both of officers and men, should be 


| so alarmed at a large army in time of war, but who 


disbanded, and the army reduced to the peace es- 
tablishment, as it stood at the commencement of 
the Mexican war. But now that peace is hoped 
for, we find a provision introduced for the modi- 
fication and repeal of this wise precaution in our 
army bills. And who, sir, are the advocates of 
this repeal? Principally the Opposition who were 


can see no danger or inconvenience from it in time 
of peace. 

{ wish, Mr. Chairman, I could, in the short time 
allotted to me by the hour rule, lay before the 


| country a list of the inconsistencies of the Oppo- 


sition during this Administration. Look, if you 
please, at the Oregon question. The President at 
one time took ground in favor of the parallel of 
54° 40’ as our northern boundary; but finding, 
subsequently, that England had receded from her 
claim and pretensions to all the territory up to the 
Columbia river, and was willing to accept the 
rejected offer of the parallel of 49°; also that a 
majority of his constitutional advisers, as well as a 


| majority of the representatives of the people, were 


in favor of a compromise on the latter boundary, 


| he yielded his own views on a mere matter of bound- 


| sir, are the first to taunt the President for yielding 


|, ary, and concluded a treaty in conformity with the 


clearly expressed will of the nation. Who now, 


| the parallel of 54° 40’? Is it not the very men 


| whose advice he followed? 


| the preamble on the war bill of May, 1846. 
| we find them a few months since—just at the mo- 


I was a 54° 40’ man— | 
I stood there to the last—but I never blamed the 


President for settling the question by accepting the 


parallel of 499, 


Again: The Opposition, with a very few excep- 


| tions, voted for the war with Mexico, and many 


honorable members of that as to ingraft 
Yet 


ment that Mexico was giving her first indications | 


| of returning reason, when she began seriously to 
talk and think of peace—in mass, voting, solemnly | 
| voting, that the war was “‘ unconstitutionally and | 


| unnecessarily begun by the President of the United 
which they, or any one of them, belong succeeds, || 


States.’? You said, sir, you did this to fix a plaster 


on the back of the President. Have you not fixed 
a plaster on your own backs, that will stick to you 


as tight as the poisoned shirt of Nessus? 


Sir, what are you doing now, in this House, 


| where you have the majority, and can control our 


|| action? 


| negotiations should be broken off. 


| inducing her to believe that within a few months 


of our friends over the way, | would call your at- | 
tention to what took place during the last Con- | 
rress, and to a vote taken a few days since in this | 


douse. When the President determined to strike 
a blow at the heart of Mexico, he asked the last 
Congress for an increase of the regular army. 
The Opposition were greatly alarmed at the idea 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


You are, day after day, refusing to take | 
up the bill from the Senate, now on your table, 
providing for the further prosecution of the war if | 
Sir, does not 
your conduct and policy, as a party, invite Mexico 
to reject the treaty, procrastinate negotiations, and 
profit by the chapter of accidents? Are you not 


you will come into power, and give Mexico relief 
from all the consequences of a war which you 
yourselves have declared to be aggressive, uncon- 
stitutional, and unnecessary on our part? 
If, sir, negotiations are interrupted, and a pro- 
crastinated war follows, on your heads will rest 
the responsibility. The Executive, with the aid 
of one of the most gallant armies that ever stood 
upon God’s earth, has fairly conquered a peace; 


| and if you defeat it, by your apparent sympathies 


with Mexico, Obadiah’s curse is in reserve for you 

by an indignant and injured country. 
Mr. VINTON obtained the floor, and said he 

had a few remarks to make on the subject before 


_ the committee; but the usual hour of adjournment 


. | having arrived, he would prefer making them in 
gress voted for the war; but how far they have |! a ; P 8 


the morning, and he therefore moved that the com- 
mittee rise; which being agreed to— 
The committee rose and reported progress. 
And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepwespar, May 3, 1848. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate | 
a letter from William Brent, stating that he had || 
received, addressed to his care, from Robert Walsh, 
consul of the United States at Paris, a portrait of | 
Major General Baron de Kalb, for the purpose of |! 


May 3, 
being presented to Congress, as an offerine fr 
the surviving members of the family h 
Baron.de Kalb, which was read. , 

Mr. HANNEGAN, before the reading of th, 
Journal, rose and stated, that it was the unde: 
standing of a majority of the Senate that the mm : 
sage of the President relating to Yucatan was... 
Saturday, referred to the Committee on Forcion 
Relations, and ordered to be printed. As it did 
not so appear on the Journal, he would now make 
that motion. The motion was agreed to. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 
Mr. MOOR presented a petition from the heirs 
of Robert Libby, asking arrears of pension; wjj h 


mm 
a 


of the late 


a8, on 


| was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Also, a petition from citizens of Aroostook eouy. 
ty, Maine, remonstrating against the admission of 
tumber free of duty; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CASS presented a petition from Joseph 
Masterson, a wounded soldier, asking for a pep 


pen- 
sion. 


Referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. BORLAND presented a petition from Johy 
S. Luce, asking to be allowed remuneration for 
certain losses incurred; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Petitions from citizens of the United States for 
the purchase of Mount Vernon were presented by 
Messrs. JOHNSON of Maryland, CRITTEN. 
DEN,and STURGEON; and referred to the Com. 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Petitions in favor of the concentration and ciyil- 
ization of the Indians were presented by Messrs, 


| JOHNSON of Maryland, STURGEON, BAG. 


BY, and others; and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported the following House 
bills, without amendment: 

For the relief of Harvey Jones; 

For the relief of Richard Reynolds ; 

For the relief of Seth Morton; 

For the relief of H. Carrington, executor of 
Paulina Le Grand, deceased; and 

For the relief of Joseph Johnson, accompanied 
by a report. 


Mr. PHELPS, from the Comnniittee on Finance, 
made an adverse report on the memorial of Jolin 
W. Leucks. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported House bill authorizing a term 
of the United States circuit and district courts at 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Mr. W. stated that the bill had been accidentally 
laid over by the committee, and, as it was import- 
ant that it should be acted on at once, he asked the 
indulgence of the Senate to take it up and pass it. 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was 
read a third time and passed. 


Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom had been referred the resolutions 


_ of the Legislature of Kentucky, asking for a law 


for the recovery of runaway slaves, submitted an 
elaborate report; which was read and ordered to 
be printed, with ten thousand additional copies; ac- 


' companied also by a bill to provide for the more 
| effectual execution of the third clause of the second 


section of the fourth article of, the Constitution of 
the United States, which was read a first time. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the same committee, re- 

orted House bill for the relief of Charles Reeder, 
Valter R. Johnson, and the legal representatives 
of Thomas P. Jones, with an amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society, accompanied by a report. 
The bill was read a first time. 


On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, it was | 
Ordered, That Mr. Butler, of South Carolina, be appointed 


' chairman of the Judiciary Committee, in the place of Mr. 


Ashley, deceased; and that the Vice President appoint 4 
member to fill the vacancy in said committee oecasio 
thereby. 


Mr. MOOR was appointed. 
On motion of Mr. BREESE, it was further 


Ordered, That the vacancies in the Committees on Pub- 
jie Lands and Printing be filled by the Chair. 

The Chair appointed Mr. Borianp on these com- 
mittees. : nts , 

Mr. WESTCOTT gave notice of his intention, 
to-morrow or some future day, to ask jeave to in- 
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duce the following bills: An act respecting the 
archives in the State of Florida; and an act to be now disposed of, and the Senator from Indi- 
grant the Everglades and certain lands contigu- ana should not be satisfied, he would pledge him- 
s thereto, in the State of Florida, to said State, | self to move a reconsideration. : 


—_$—$ 


: Mr. DOUGLAS said, if the bill was permitted 


public 


pon certain conditions. 
. RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, it was 


lved. That the Assistant Doorkeeper of the Senate be owe sper by this bill. 
resolved, é Asst: : ’ a i 
a Sad when so requested by the. widow of the deceased, Mr. DOUGLAS said, he was not prepared to 
oe vey the remains of the Hon. Chester Ashley, late Sen- || SAY. The bill granted the alternate sections along 
sor ofthe United States from the State of Arkansas, from | the route to the width of six miles. 
te metropolis of the United States to the residence of the Mr. NILES. What is the extent of the road? 
family of the deceased in that State; that the expenses at- Mr. DOUGLAS A} he 
wily Ove saane bo paid out of the contingent fend of the - DOUGLAS. About four hundred miles. 
cpyate ; and that the Secretary of the Senate pay the widow Mr. NILES. Four hundred miles! Here was 
af tue deceased, from the contingent fund, whatever sum | room fora pretty speculation. Did the bill pro- 
may be due for pe r diem, compe — and mileage. pose to vest the land in the State, in case the road 
On motion of Mr. HALE, it was should not be made? 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- Mr. DOUGLAS replie : ; “tai 
aructed to inquire what legislation, if any, be necessary to ony d that it did, on certain 


cure to the colored citizens of the non-slaveholding States conditions. aan fun 
the privileges and immunities guarantied by the Constitution Mr. NILES. Is there any provision for the 
the United States to citizens of each of the States. transportation of the United States mail? 
On motion of Mr. BORLAND, it was Mr. DOUGLAS replied in the negative. He 
Resolved, That the Vice President be requested tocom- , thought it proper that there should be some pro- 
municate to the Executive of the State of Arkansas inform- || vision of that kind; and if the distinguished chair- 


tion oo of the Hon. Chester Ashley, late a Senator || man of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
from saa ¢ e. 


Roads would prepare an amendment, to the effect 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved that the prior or- || that the United States mail should be carried over 
ders be postponed, with a view to take up House || the route at a moderate rate of compensation, he 
hill for the relief of Mrs. Harriet Barney, widow || would be happy to adopt it. The right of the 
of the late Commodore Barney. United States to transport troops and munitions 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was | of war was expressly reserved. 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. | Mr. NILES thought, that if the land was given 

Mr. NILES said he had always supposed that | to make the road, the mail ought to be transported 
there was a general bill which embraced all cases || free of charge. It was not, to be sure, quite so 
of this character, ; ‘| extensive a grant of land as that asked for by the 

Mr. CRITTENDEN explained that the pen- | projector of the railroad to the Pacifi¢, which em- 
sion in this case had expired under the limitation | braced a breadth of twenty miles on each side of 
in the ge neral bill, 5 E the road. He could not vote for the bill. Neither 

Mr. YULEE said it was the intention of the | could he propose any amendment to it, because he 
Naval Committee shortly to report a general bill, | thought the whole thing was wrong, both in a con- 
which would cover this case. : | stitutional view and as a question of policy. He 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said that the bill was now | denied the power of the General Government to 
before the Senate. The report showed that the make a railroad across any State. He wished lie 
case was a proper one for legislative action, and he || could satisfy himself that such a power existed; 
hoped it would be now disposed of. but he could not bring his mind to such a conclu- 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and | sion. And this mode of giving away the public 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. By | lands to enable a State to do that which the General 
unanimous consent, the bill was then read a third Government could not do directly, was merely a 
time and passed. 5 way of getting round the difficulty. The whole 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved to postpone the previous | thing was wrong, and could not be sustained with- 
orders, and to take up the bill granting to the State | out adopting the construction of the Constitution 
of Illinois the right of way and a donation of pub- || which conferred unlimited powers on the General 
lic land, for making a railroad connecting the Upper Government. He denounced the new principle 
and Lower Mississippi with the chain of northern | which had been introduced in our legislation, which 
lakes at Chicago. - k sanctioned the taking that which was the property 

Mr. HALE expressed a hope that his motion | of all the States of the Union for the purpose of 
for leave to introduce a bill for the suppression of | making a road for the benefit of a particular State. 
riots in the District of Columbia would first be dis- | There was no power in Congress to do this; and 
posed of. He was desirous for an expression of | jf there was, it would be an act of injustice to the 
the sense of the Senate on this question, which was | other States. He must ask the yeas and nays on 
sull pending, and had precedence over all other the engrossment of the bill. 
business, ad Mr. DOUGLAS said he had prepared an amegd- 

The CHAIR said it would be taken up asa mat- | ment, making provision for the transportation of 
ter of course whenever a motion to thateffect should | the United States mail at a reasonable rate of com- 
be made. : _ pensation, which he would now submit. 

Mr. DOUGLAS suggested that it belonged to | Mr. CRITTENDEN expressed his satisfaction 
the business of the morning hour, which had now at this amendment, which removed his only ob- 
passed. It must therefore give way to the special | jection to the bill. This mode of disposing of the 
orders, | public lands had his entire concurrence. The 

Che motion of Mr. Doves was then agreed to, || amendment would protect the United States against 
and the Senate proceeded to consider the above- 


hamed bill, as in Committee of the Whole. It was of the greatest importance that a connection 
On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, some verbal || should be established between these two great 

amendments to the bill were agreed to, by unani- || rivers and the northern lakes. And there could 

mous consent. be no wiser purpose to which the General Gov- 
Mr. CLARKE suggested, that as the Senator | ernment could apply the public domain than in the 

from Indiana, {Mr. Hanneean,] who had indi- || construction and improvement of the great roads 

cated a wish to make an amendment, was absent | to the West. 

from his seat, it would be better to pass over the |. Mr. BAGBY stated his constitutional objections 

bill informally. '| to legislation of this character, and went at some 
Mr. DOUGLAS hoped it would not be passed | length into his views on this point. 

over. The amendment proposed by the Senator |, 1 

from Indiana contemplated merely a change in the || 


Mr. CLARKE then withdrew his Opposition. 
Mr. NILES desired some information. He 
wished to know what was the quantity of land 


was willing to adopt that course, and would make | FOOTE; when 
a amendment to that effect. | 
The bill was amended accordingly, and was then | 
reported to the Senate as amended. The amend- || 
ments having been concurred in, and the question | 
being on the engrossment of the bill— 
Mr. CLARKE again expressed a hope thatthe bill |) negan, Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Spruance, 
Should be passed over informally unul the Senator || Underwood. and Westcott—24. 


. i} NAYS—Mesars. Atherton, Bagby, Butler, Calhoun, Hale, 
a Indiana could be present, as he appeared to |) johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Niles, Stargeon, Turney, and 
eel a strong interest in his amendment. Yulee—il. 


following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, 


| 
} 


Davis of Mississippi, Douglas, Feich, Foote, Greene, Han- 


the exorbitant exactions of railroad companies. | 


The debate was further continued by Mr. CRIT- | 
TENDEN, Mr. NILES, Mr. BENTON, Mr. | 
designated route, so as to embrace Lafayette. He | BUTLER, Mr. CASS, Mr.CALHOUN, and Mr. | 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed, by the || 


Borland, Breese, Bright, Cass, Clarke, Clayton, Crittenden, | 
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The bill was subsequently read a third time, by 
unanimous consent, and passed, 

{The debate, at length, will be found in the Ap- 
pendix. ] 

A motion was made to adjourn, but withdrawn; 
and 

Mr. FOOTE, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the West Feliciana Railroad Company; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 4, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. MURPHY, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, reported a bill to regulate the exchanges of 
certain documents and other publications of Con- 
gress. Read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, it was 

Ordered, ‘That the Committee of Waysand Means be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the letter of the Secretary 
of War respecting the claim of Daniel Parker, and that it be 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of John P. B. Gratiot, and the legal representatives 
of Henry Gratiot. Read and committed. 

Mr. DUNN, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports upon the petitions of David Little 
and of Alexander H. Mechlin. Laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to admit certain articles of 
the growth or production of Canada into the Uni- 
ted States free of duty, upon the condition that the 
like articles of the growth or production of the 
United States are admitted into Canada free of duty. 
Read and committed. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported the following: 

Resolved, That there be prepared, by the procurement of 
the Clerk, for the use of this House and the Committee 
thereof on Public Lands, a map of the public lands in each 
State, showing the state of the survey, and also what has 
been sold; and that the same be prepared under the super- 
vision of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and 
that the said maps be revised and extended after each ses- 
sion of Congress. 

After a short debate by Messrs. COLLAMER 
and HOUSTON, of Alabama, the resolution was 
agreed to. 


| Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to regulate 
| the postage on newspapers, and for other purposes. 
Read and committed. 
Mr. G. moved that the post-route bill be made 
the special order for Friday next. 
| After a few words from Messrs. GOGGIN and 
eK AUFMAN— 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, objected to 
| the motion, and it was not received. 
| Mr. EMBREE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of citizens 
of Elkhart county, Indiana, for the passage of a 
jaw compelling the Post Office Department to as- 
sume the responsibility of the safe transmission 
through the mails of all prepaid matter, and that it 
be laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the 
same committee was discharged from the further 
\| consideration of the resolution of the House of 

the 13th of March last, relative to providing for a 

permanent arrangement with the railroads in the 

several States of the Union to transport the United 

States mail, and means and munitions of war upon 
| ng contracts, say twenty years. 

‘Mr. TOMPKINS moved that the resolution 
from which the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads had just been discharged, be referred 
to a select committee. ,' 

After some remarks by Messrs. TOMPKINS 
and JONES, of Tennessee, the motion was agreed 


to. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill for the relief 
of J. W. Nye, assignee of P. Bargy and H. Stewart. 
Read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. BURT, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petitions of Robert Gamble 
|| and of James W. Schaumburg, administrators of 
| Bartholomew Schaumburg. Laid upon the table. 
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Affairs, reported a bill to establish two national 
foundries and an armory. Read and committed. 

Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of C. Evans, of Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania. Laid upon the table. 

Mr. TUCK, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of S. B. Elliot, of the United 
States navy. Read and committed, 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a joint resolution proposing the estab- 
lishment of a line of war steamers from the port 
of Monterey or San Francisco, in California, to 


Shanghae and Canton, inChina. Read and com- | 


mitted, 


Mr. K. moved that 10,000 copies extra of the 


report and chart accompanying the said resolution 
be printed; which motion to print 10,000 copies 
extra of the report was referred to the Committee 
on Printing, and the motion to print 10,000 copies 
extra of eaid chart was referred to the Committee 
on Engraving. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, said he had on 
vesterday several times endeavored to obtain the 
floor to make the motion of which he had_ pre- 
viously given notice, that when the House ad- 
journed yesterday that it would adjourn to meet 
on Monday next; but he had failed in his efforts. 
Hie had been requested by members to make the 
motion this morning, but he was informed by offi- 
cers of the House that three days were insuflicient 
to do the necessary cleaning in the Hall, and he 
therefore declined to make the motion to-day to 
adjourn over to Monday. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mitice of Accounts, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the resolution of the 
Hionse of March 23d, 1848, in relation to the 
funeral expenses of John M. Holley, late a mem- 
her of the House from the State of New York. 
Laid upon the table. 

Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That one thousand copies extra of report No. 
498, being the report of the Committee of Claims in relation 
to the establishinent of a board of commissioners for the 


examination of claims against the United States, made to 
this House on the 26th day of April, 1848, be printed. 


Mr. COCKE rose, as soon as the resolution had 
heen read, and inquired if the extra copies were 
not already printed, and he wished to know by 
whose authority? 

Mr. MILLER and others also rose to elicit the 
information called for by Mr. Cocke. 

Mr. CONGER explained the circumstances 
under which this resolution was offered. When 
this document was ordered to be printed by the 
Hlouse, no extra copies were ordered; and, deem- 
ing ita document which should be sent forth to thre 
people, he went to the office of the public printer 
and ordered one thousand copies to be printed on 
his own responsibility, so as to prevent the type 
heing kept or reset. ‘The Committee on Printing 
have recommended the Printing of an extra num- 
ber of this report. It was a subject on which much 
labor had been devoted, and many valuable statis- 
tics coliected, which are imbodied in this report. 
The report had relation to the organization of a 
board of examiners of claims against the Govern- 
ment, for which purpose a bill had been reported. 

Mr. MILLER inguired if he understood that 


these large extra numbers had been ordered by an | 


individual member of this House without its au- 
thority ? 


Mr. CONGER reiterated his explanation, and 


. . . ' 
asserted his right as an individual to order any 


number of documents he pleased. 

Mr. COCKE did not deny the right of the gen- 
tleman from New York to order any number of 
documents for his own use, and on his own re- 
sponsibility, but he did deny the right of any 
member of this House to order the printing of 
eXtra copies of any document for this House with- 
out its authority, 

Mr, CONGER protested against the gentleman 
from Tennessee saying. that he had ordered any 
printing for this House. He had ordered the 
printing on his own responsibility, and did not ask 
this House to sanction his act unless it was deemed 
right. 

Mr. COCKE said this resolution proposed to 
authorize the printing of the number of documents 
which the gentleman from New York had ordered, 


Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military H 


| hoped it would not be adopted. 


| to take money out of the treasury. It did provide, 


and if it should be adopted, then this House would | 
have to pay for the extra numbers which had been 
ordered. It was a document which was useful || 


only to the members of this House, and therefore 


an extra number were not eer and hence he | 
was opposed to the adoption of the resolution. He | 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, had no per- | 


| sonal interest in the adoption of this resolution; | 


but as to the subject-matter of it, he differed from | 
the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Cocke.] He 
deemed ita subject of very greatimportance both to | 
the House and to the country. It had been said 
by the gentleman from Tennessee that it was a | 
matter interesting only tothe House,and not to the | 
country at large; but he begged to inquire if there | 
were any matters of greater interest than theclaims | 
against the Government and the great difficulties | 
which arose in relation to them? Why, the sta- 
tistics which had been collected showed that of 3,500 | 
claims which had been brought to this House du- | 
ring one session from all parts of the Union, less | 
than one hundred had been passed by Congress—not | 
because they had been rejected, but because they 
had not been brought forward to be passed upon. | 
He went on to show that in some cases not one- | 
half of such eases had been reported upon, and he | 
hoped this report would be sent to the country, for | 
the facts which it contained would have a benefi- | 
cial influence on the people, and he hoped would || 
react on the members of this House. He under- 
took to say, that if gentlemen would read the facts |) 
which this report contained, they would be satis- || 
fied that no greater abuse existed than the mode of || 
adjudicating private claims. A portion of it had 
been made up by Mr. Whittlesey, who was for- | 
merly chairman of the Committee on Claims; an- 
other portion consisted of facts collected by one of | 
the clerks of this House with great labor; another 
portion contained some information as to the legis- | 
lation of other countries on such subjects. These 
facts comprised a very valuable document. 

With regard to the question which had been 
started as to the individual agency of the gentleman 
[Mr. Concer] in ordering the printing of extra || 
numbers of this document, he had but little to say. || 
It had certainly been done without his (Mr. R.’s) | 
knowledge and sanction. It had been done on the | 
gentleman’s own responsibility; and the amount | 
involved was so small—but some $23—that he sup- 
sosed the gentleman would be able to meet it if the | 
aaa did not. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired to | 
know if the gentleman from New York had ordered 
the extra printing as a member of the committee | 
or in his individual capacity ? 

Mr. CONGER again explained. He said the | 
Committee on Printing had recommended the print- | 
ing of the extra number, and authorized him to | 
make a motion for that purpose; but, failing in ob- | 
taining the floor, he gave direction to the printer to | 
print the extra copies before the type was distrib- | 
uted, to save the expense of resetting the type in | 
case the House should order the printing to be | 
done. ‘The order was given on his own responsi- 
bility. 

Mr. THOMPSON had supposed that it had | 
been done by the committee. The report was | 
made, as he understood it, purely for the action of 
the House, and the ordinary number was ordered. | 
It was nota subject of general interest. To that 
report he wished briefly to call the attention of the | 
House. He had only looked through it cursorily, 
but he found it recommended that a board should 
be appointed for the adjudication of private claims; | 
or, in other words, that another court should be 
established. This was a subject which had been | 
long under discussion at both ends of the Capitol, 
and on which various reports had been xnade. He | 
believed they could appoint no board which could | 
adjudicate deiaai, and take money for them out 
of the treasury of the United States, without the | 
action of Congress. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, interposed, 
and assured the gentleman from Mississippi that 
he was greatly mistaken. It was not proposed to | 
appoint a board to adjudicate private claims, and 








however, for the examination of those claims, and 
for reports thereon to Congress, without requiring | 


Congress to appropriate money for those claims 
even then. 


Mr. COCKE inquired if the morning hour had 


| not expired ? 
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man from 
Tennessee that the gentleman from Miss 


was in possession of the floor. 

Mr. THOMPSON would only add, that , - 
course recommended on the subject of ete. 
claims would be the establishment of a sino, 
precedent. = 

Mr. DUER said he observed that the conduc: 
of his colleague [Mr. Concer] had been comment. 
ed upon. Now, he asked permission to say t},,, 
the object of his colleague, in ordering the printinc 
on his own responsibility, was to save the G 
ernment the expense of resetting the type. 

Mr. THOMPSON said the gentleman fro, 
New York had ordered these extra copies e;;}),, 
on his own account or on behalf of the House, |; 
he had ordered them for himself, they were for })\. 
own distribution; but if for the House, he (Mr 
T.) was not willing to sanction the right of any 
individual to spend money for this House with), 
authority. 

Mr. CONGER would say again that he did yo, 
wish the House to adopt this resolution, unless {)y. 
House thought that number of extra copies shi \\\; 
be ordered. For what he had done he asked yy 
favor from the House, or from any individual; ay) 


ISSID mH 


ne 


OV. 


| he desired that gentlemen, in the discussion of t);« 
| subject, should be confined to the real question 9) 


its merits. The single question before the Hous 
was this: Shall there be an extra number of this 


| document printed ? and not whether he was lia!) 


for the payment of those ordered. He desire; 
gentlemen to leave the discussion of that point. 
Mr. THOMPSON reiterated that the gentleman 


| from New York either ordered them on his oy 


account or for the House, by its authority, and, 
its credit. If he had ordered them for himself, 
course he would pay for them; but if for ¢ 


| House 


Mr. CONGER again interrupted the gentlems 


|| from Mississippi, to say that he had not put for 


the fact that he had ordered these documents to | 


| printed as a reason why this resolution should be 
| adopted. The gentleman seemed to have some 


object to accomplish in thus commenting on this 


| point. 


Mr. COCKE aaid it was not his purpose to 
reflect upon or to condemn the gentleman from 
New York; he did not say that the gentleman's 
motives were not of the purest kind. Mr. C.’s 
sole object had been to put down the practice of 


|| members going in their private capacity to the 


public printer and ordering any number of copiesof 
ublic documents printed on account of the House. 

Mr. CONGER said, that had not the gentleman 
called out this fact, of Mr. C.’s ordering an extra 
number of this document printed , the House wouli 
very quietly have acted on the question; and if, in 
their judgment, this report was of sufficient import- 
ance and value to deserve printing, would have so 
ordered. 

Mr. STEPHENS had one word to say to the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Cocke.] So far 
from agreeing in the principle which the gentle- 
man had asserted, he utterly dissented from it. |i 


| was the right, and might often be the duty of 


member to apply to the printer, and have a num- 
ber of extra copies of a public document printed 
for the benefit of his own constituents. 
Mr. COCKE did not mean to deny this right; 
but he denied the obligation or the right of the 
House to pay for printing out of the Treasury © 
the United States, if it was ordered, not by the vote 
of the House, but by a private individual member; 
and he had called up this subject with a view 
prevent what he considered a dangerous precedent. 
Mr. STEPHENS said that he now understood 
the gentleman from Tennessee differently from 
what he had before. ea : 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he did 
not think this report of sufficient importance (0 
deserve printing at all. a 
Mr. CONGER said he had ordered the printing 
on his own responsibility, but not for his own use. 
Before any action was taken on the subject— 
Mr. COCKE said, that as the morning hour 
was elapsed, he moved that the House now pre 


| ceed to take up the bills upon the Speaker’s table. 


Mr. ROCKWELL remonstrated, and ‘hoped 
the motion would not be pressed. _ E 

Mr. COCKE insisted on his motion, observins 
that there were many items on the Speaker's table 
which were of great importance, and it was wme 
to get rid of them. 
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Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve 
olf into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
she ] ion. 

oe RAUPMAN rose to a privileged resolu- 
aon—which was, to close the debate on the bill 
jow pending before the House, (the bounty-land 

il],) at two o’clock this day. 

“Mr. VINTON hoped the resolution would not 
ne adopted. There were amendments proposed 
1) the bill which were of great importance. The 
-hairman of the Land Committee, and he believed 
wo or three other gentlemen, were desirous of 
eypmitting their views on the whole subject. He 
moved to amend the motion of the gentleman from 
Texas by inserting Monday, at two o’clock. 

The question being put, the amendment was car- 
ried, and the resolution as amended agreed to. So 
ihe debate on the pending bill is to close on Mon- 
day, at two o’clock, — 

The question recurring on Mr. Vinton’s motion 
that the House go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, the motion was nega- 
tived: Ayes 64, noes 67. 

Mr. COCKE moved that the House proceed to 
the consideration of the business on the Speaker’s 
table. ; . | 

The question was decided in the affirmative: 
Ayes 78, noes 57. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing Executive communications: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
a report (in answer to a resolution of the House) 
ef the number of regulars enlisted and volunteers 
received into the service of the United States since 
the commencement of hostilities between the Uni- 
ted States and Mexico; the number killed in bat- 
tles, or who have died from wounds and from dis- | 
ease; the number discharged; the strength of each 
regiment when mustered into serviee, and their 
strength according to the last returns; also, the 
name of the State where raised, &c. Laid on the | 
table,and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Postmaster General, transmit- 
ting, in tompliance with the act of 2d July, 1836— 

Ist. A copy of the abstract of the offers for car- 
rying the mails made within the year preceding 
the Ist of July, 1847. 

2d. A report of all contracts made for the trans- | 
portation of the mail within the year aforesaid. 

3d. A statement of all such land and water mails 
as have been established or ordered within said 
year. 

4th. A report of all additional allowances made 
to mail contractors within the said year. 

ith. A report of curtailments of mail service and 
pay ordered within the said year. 

6th. A report of fines imposed and deductions | 
made from the pay of contractors within the said | 
ume. Referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. 
_ A letter from the Commissioner of Public Build- | 
ings, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution 
of the House of the 13th of March last, informa- 
uion as to whether any injury has been done to the 
Capitol by cutting through the walls and arches of | 
the same for the introduction of gas-pipes, or from 
digging about or under the foundation for the pur- 
oe of poe in furnaces to heat or warm the 

all and rooms of the Capitol, and whether the | 
weight upon the dome from the pole does not en- 
danger the dome itself,&c. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings, and ordered to be 
printed. 

THANKS TO GENERAL TAYLOR. 

The joint resolution giving the thanks of Con- 
gress to Major General Zachary Taylor, which 
had passed both Houses, and was returned from 
the Senate with amendments, was laid before the 
House—the question being on concurring in the 
amendments of the Senate. 

The amendments, which were merely verbal, 
were concurred in, under the operation of the pre- | 
vious question, moved by Mr. STEWART, of | 


Pennsylvania. And thus the joint resolution has | 


finally passed both Houses. 
PATENT EXAMINERS. 


The next bill was a bill to provide additional i 


examiners in the Patent Office, returned from the | 
Senate with a disagreement in amendments. 

Mr. FARRELLY moved that the House insist, | 
and a committee of conference be appointed; which 
was agreed to. 


| W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Leffler, 
| Lumpkin, Maclay, Metlelland, MeClernand, McDowell, 


| Rumsey, Shepperd, Sherrili, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, 


= = ae 


'| lower than the article had generally been in this 
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Messrs. Farretty, McCienianp, and Bar- 
RINGER Were appointed to constitute such commit- | 
tee on the part of the House. 


TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 

The Senate bill ‘* to raise, for a limited time, an 
additional military force,” was next laid before the 
House. 

Mr. BOYD moved to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. COCKE moved to refer it to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

The SPEAKER stated that the question would 
be first on the reference to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BRODHEAD asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bira- 
sall, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, William G. 
Brown, Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, 
Franklin Clark, H. Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, 
Dunn, Featherston, Ficklin, French, Fries, Green, W. P. 
Hall, Hammons, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Hill, G. 8. 
Houston, Inge, Andrew Jolinson, James H. Johnson, G. 


Miller, Morris, Murphy, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Pet- 
tit, Peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, Richardson, Robinson, Roeck- 
hill, Sawyer, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Charles | 
E. Stuart, Strong, Jacob Thompson, R. A. Thompson, 
Thurston, Turner, Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, and Wood- 
ward—74. 
NA YS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Barrow, Belcher, Blanch- | 
ard, Boydon, Brady, Buckner, Cabell, Canby, Clingman, 


hemp to avoid. The term of five years was placed 
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n this resolution so as to give the hemp-growers a 
certainty that they should positively receive the 
designated price, that being understood and known 
by them to be a remunerating price. 
hemp was extremely fluctuating, and the o 
this resolution was to avoid the injurious conse- 
quences of it. The price at this time was $315 per 
ton; the price paid two or three years ago was 
$228; the average price since the foundation of the 
Government had been about $200. 
absence of the supplies of hemp in this country, 
owing to the uncertainty on the part of the grow- 
e 


The — of 
ject of 


Now, in the 


rs as to what they were to receive, the importers 


of foretn hemp were enabled to vary the prices 
as he had shown had been the case for years, and 
thereby the Government was frequently under the 
necessity of paying almost twice as much as they 
could procure American hemp for, provided the 
American grower could rely upon the certainty of 
receiving remunerating prices. There was no limit 
| In the resolution, except that the price should not 
| exceed the average price for the last five years; and 
if American growers were willing to enter into con- 
tracts for the supply of hemp at these average 
prices, surely the Government itself ought not to 
complain. It was believed that the terms 
| in the joint resolution were the best both for the 
| Government and the hemp-grewers that could pos- 
sibly be devised. 
|| House. 


roposed 


He did not desire to detain the 
He hoped the motion of the gentleman 


Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Crozier, Dickey, Dix- || from ‘Tennessee would not prevail, and that the 


on, Donnell, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Garnett Dunean, Ed- | 
wards, E:inbree, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Freedley, 

Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, || 
Hale, Haskell, Henry, Hilliard, Isaac E. Holines, Elias B. 
Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, T. B. King, D. P. 
King, William T. Lawrence, Lincoln, H. Mann, Marsh, 
Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Nes, Outlaw, Palfrey, Pendle- 
ton, Putnain, Reynolds, Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, 


Truman Smith, Stephens, A. Stuart, Strohm, Tallmadge, 
Taylor, Thibodeaux, R. W. Thompson, Tompkins, Toombs, 
Tuck, Van Dyke, Vinton, and White—79. 

So the House refused the reference to the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. | 
Cocks, it was taken and agreed to without a di- 
vision; and the bill was referred to the Committee | 


_on Military Affairs. 


AMERICAN HEMP. 
The joint resolution from the Senate respecting 
contracts for hemp for the use of the American 


joint resolution would be passed. 


Mr. TURNER moved the previous question, 


| which was seconded; and the main question, po. 
first on the motion to reconsider, was ordered, an 
being taken, was decided in the negative. 


The question then recurring on the passage of 


|| the resolution, it was agreed to. 


BILLS FROM THE SENATE. 
The following bills from the Senate were taken 


up, read a first and second time, and appropriately 
|| referred: 


An act granting to the State of Illinois the right 


of way and a donation of public lands for making 
a railroad connecting the Upper and Lower Mis- 
sissippi with the chain of northern lakes at Chi- 
'| cago. 


An act placing the officer who performs the duty 


of adjutant at the Military Academy on an equality 
navy then came up, and was read a first and second || 8&8 to pay and allowances with the adjutant of 


| time; and, the question then being on ordering it || recruits. 


An act for the relief of John Lorimer Graham, 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved the previous || late postmaster in the city of New York. 


| to a third reading— 


question; which was seconded. | 
| 
' 


An act to confirm the location, and to grant a 


quarter section of public lands, for the county site 


tee on Naval Affairs; but the motion was not now || of Hillsborough county, State of Florida. 


| in order. 


Mr. FRIES proposed to refer it to the Commit- 


An act respecting certain surveys in the State of 


The question being taken, the third reading was || Florida. 


| ordered; and the bill was accordingly read a third || 
| time. The question then being on its passage— 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to refer the 
resolution to the Committee on Naval Affairs, with | 
instructions to report a certain amendment. 
The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order | 
at this time. 
Mr. JONES then moved a reconsideration of the 
vote ordering the third reading. He said his ob- 
ject in moving the reconsideration was to enable 
him, when it should be reconsidered, to move an 
amendment to strike out so much of the resolution 
as authorized the making of the contracts at a price 
not exceeding the average price for the last five 
years, and to insert a provision for making the 
contracts at the market price when the hemp should 
be delivered. For the last three years, hemp had 
been much lower than it was at this time—much 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


country; and if they restricted the contracts to the 
average price of the last five years, he thought no 
person would be found in the country to take the 
/ contracts. He referred to general considerations 
| in favor of making the market price at the time of 
delivery the standard. This was the reasonable, 
fair method of the Government, as well as for in- 








|| dividuals, and best secured the interests of both. 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, had but a single re- 
mark to make in reply to the gentleman from 
Tennessee. The gentleman proposed so to change || 
the resolution as that the contracts should stipulate || 
to pay the price which hemp might bear at the || 





} 


| time of delivery; that was precisely what it was 
desired by the resolution and by the growers of 


An act extending privileges to American vessels 


| engaged in certain mentioned trade, and for other 
purposes. 


An act for ascertaining and paying the California 


claims. 


An act to require the holders of military land 
warrants to compensate the land officers of the 
United States for services in relation to the location 
of those warrants. 

An act to provide a free communication across 
the Eastern Branch of the river Potomac, in the 
District of Columbia. 

An act to provide for the settlement of the claim 
of Henry Washington, late a deputy surveyor of 
the public lands in Florida. 

An act for the relief of Reynolds May. 

An act authorizing the purchase of the papers 
of Alexander Hamilton. 

An act for the relief of the forward officers of the 
late Exploring Expedition. 

An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to make an arrangement or compromise with 
Mangle M. Quackenboss and his codbligors, or 
any of them, for claims on bonds given by them 
as sureties to the United States. 

A resolution for the relief of Jonathan Lewis. 

An act for the relief of Jeanette C. Huntington, 


| widow and sole executrix of William D. Cheever, 


deceased. : 

An act for the relief of Creed Taylor. . 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth Pistole, widow 
of Charles Pistole, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Jesse Turner. 

An act for the relief of Joseph F. Caldwell. 
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An act for the relief of Nathaniel Kuykendall. 

An act granting a pension to the widow of Jacob 
Garland, deceased. 

Avt act for the relief of Thomas Brownell. 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth Jones and the 
other children of John Carr. . 

An act for the relief of Thompson Hatchinson. 

An act for the relief of Thomas Douglas, late 
United States Attorney for East Florida. 

An act for the relief of Samuel W. Bell, a native 
of the Cherokee nation. 

An act supplementary to an act to authorize the | 
Secretary of Siate to liquidate certain claims there- | 
in mentioned, passed April 18, 1814. ' 

An act for the relief of Oliver C. Harris. 


THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


The bill from the Senate entitled ** An act to de- | 
clare the true intent and meaning, so far as respects 
the franking privilege of members of Congress, of 
the act approved the Ist of March, 1847, and en- | 
titled ‘An act to amend the act entitled An act to | 
reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and | 
correct the abuse of the franking privilege, and for | 
the prevention of frauds on the Post Office Depart- | 
ment,’ passed 3d March, 1845, and for other pur- 

ioses,’’ was read a first and second time. 

Mr. GOGGIN moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, rose and said that | 
this was anextraordinary bill. It was designed to | 
give to members of Congress the nght to put their 
names on parcels and send them out to any part 
of the country; and the Postmaster General, nor | 
any postmaster, would be authorized, or would 
dare, under the bill, to question the genuineness of 
the name of the member that it might appear to be, 
whether it were written by himself, or engraved, 
or lithographed, He moved to lay the bill on the | 
table. 

‘Lhe motion was not agreed to. 

‘The bill was then referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


The bill from the Senate entitled ** An act to | 
provide for the repair and improvement of the dam 
at the head of Cumberland Island, in the Ohio 
river,”’ was read a first and second time, and re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

‘The House proceeded to the consideration of the | 
bill of the House supplementary to the act entitled 
** An act to regulate the exercise of the appellate | 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in certain cases, | 
and for other purposes.”’ Laid on the table. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill of the House | 
entitled ** An act to make Ship Island, in the col- | 
lection district of Pearl river, a port of delivery, and | 
to authorize the appointment of a surveyor for said | 
port.’ 


| 


| 
‘The amendments of the Senate were agreed to, 
and the title was amended by striking out the word || 
**surveyor,’’and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
** deputy collector,”’ 

The joint resolution of the House extending the 
time for the erection of certain light-houses, which | 
was ordered to be engrossed on the 3d of February, | 
was read a third time and passed. 


GENERAL OFFICERS OF THE ARMY. 


The House next proceeded to consider the en- | 
grossed bill of the House to amend the act entitled | 
**An act providing for the prosecution of the exist- | 
ing war between the United States and the Repub- 
lic of Mexico, and for other purposes;”’ the ques- 
tion being on the passage. 

The bill is as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of vimerica in Congress assembled, That the 
previso of the first section of an act approved the 1&th day 
of June, 1846, in the following words: « That when the war 
with Mexico shall be terminated by a definitive treaty of 
peace, duly concluded and ratified, the number of major || 
generals in the army shall be reduced to one, and the num- |! 
ber of brigadier generals shall be reduced to two: and the 
President of the United States is authorized and directed | 
to select, from the whole number who may then be in office, | 
Without regard to the date of their commissions, the officers 
to be retained, and cause the remainder to be discharged | 
from the service of the United States,’ be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. 


il 
The question was taken, and the vote stood— || 
yeas 50, nays 67, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Barrow, Bayly, Belcher, Blanch. | 
ard, Bocock, Boydon, Brady, Brodhead, Burt, Cabell, Can- 
by, Catheart, Clingman, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, 
Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Daniel Duncan, 
Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Freed- |! 





_ Fee CON 


|| ley, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Gott, Gregory, Hale, Harris, | 


|, journed on a preceding day. 


called into the service in Mexico. 
cial legislation, it was true, but it was necessary | 







Haskell, Henry, Hilliard, tsaac E. Holmes, Elias B. Holmes, 
Jolin W. Houston, Inge, Thomas Butler King, Daniel P. 
King, Witham ‘T. Lawrenec, Lincoln, McDowell, Marsh, 
Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Outlaw, Palfrey, Pendleton, 
Petre, Patwam, Reynolds, Juhus Rockwell, John A. Kock 
well, Rumsey, Shepperd, Sherrill, Stingerland, Caleb B. 
Smith, Traman Sinith, Stanton, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, 
Strotun, Taylor, Thibodeaux, Tompkins, Toombs, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, White, Wilson, and Wooodward—s80. 

NAYS—Mesers. Atkinson, Beale, Bingham, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Boyd, William G. Brown, Charles Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Chase, F. Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Garnett Duncan, Duna, Featherston, Ficklin, French, 
Fries, Giddings, Green, Grinnell, Willard P. Hall, Ham- 
mons, Harmauson, Henley, Hill, George 8. Houston, Hub- 
bard. Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James H. Johnson, Robert 
W. Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Lahm, 
Lasére, Leffler, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, MceCler- 
nand, Horace Mann, Miller, Morris, Morse, Nicoll, Peaslee, 
Peuit, Peyton, Phelps, Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Robert 
Smith, Starkweather, Charles E. Stuart, Jacob Thompson, 
Robert A. ‘Thompson, William ‘Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, 
Turner, Wentworth, Wick, and Wiley—67. 


So the bill was passed. 


MOUNT VERNON. 
The SPEAKER presented a memorial of sun- 
dry American citizens, praying that Mount Vernon 
may become the property of the United States, in 
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tion of the House in moving the previous question 
upon it. 

The previous question was seconded, and 4), 
main question was ordered to be now put, being 
first on the pending amendment, which provided 
against payment for horses lost for want of {,,. 
age. 

The question being taken, the amendment Was 
rejected, and the resolution was then ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. , 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
third reading. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved the reconsider. 
ation of the vote ordering the resolution to be ey. 
grossed for a third reading. He said he had yo 
objection to paying the Texas volunteers precisely 
the same as other volunteers were paid. He 
thought it right that they should be so paid; by 
this resolution proposed to pay those who had 
been in the service for a very short period as much 


| as others, nay more than those who had been longer 


order that the mansion and favorite grounds of || 
Washington, with the tomb containing his sacred | 


remains, may be keptin a suitable and proper state 
of preservation. 

Mr. HILLIARD moved the reference of this 
memorial to a special committee of nine members. 

Mr. BURT suggested to the gentleman from 
Alabama that this memorial related to a subject 
which had been under the consideration of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, to whom similar 
memorials had been referred; and he hoped this 
would have the same direction. It was perhaps 
not the time to state what action the Committee on 
Military Affairs had taken upon such memorials, 
but he would observe that that committee would 
very soon be prepared to report on this and the 
other similar memorials that had been referred. 

Mr. HILLIARD said his object was to secure 
a proper consideration for these memorials; and 
if like memorials had been referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, he had no desire to disturb 
or change the reference. He hoped the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs would make a favorable 
report, Which would enable the House to act on 
this subject at the present session. He would not 
press his motion for a select committee, but allow 
the memorial to go to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to lay the 


mittee on Military Affairs. But he wished to say 


| that he was opposed to the object contemplated. 


It was desired by these memorialists, that this 
Government should give $150,000 for property that 
was entirely worthless to the Union. If such a 


| measure should come before this House, he should 


oppose it, and take every means in his power to 
defeat it. Oflate, much of the legislation of Con- 
gress involved useless expenditures that ought not 
to be indulged in, and it was time that the mem- 
bers of this House should set their faces against 
it. He cared not with whose name such legisla- 
tion should be connected, it ought to be stopped. 
With these views, he should oppose it by every 
honorable and sensible means in his power. 

The motion to refer to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs was then agreed to. 


TEXAS VOLUNTEERS. 


On motion of Mr. BURT, the House proceeded 
to the consideration of the joint resolution for the 


| whole subject on the table, but-afterwards with- | 
| drew it, that the memorial might go to the Com- 


in the service. It proposed to give to the Texay 
volunteers who had not been in service more thay 
sixty or ninety days, bounties and compensation 
and remuneration exceeding the payments to those 
who have been in the service since the war began, 
‘Those who have been in the service since the war 
commenced were not entitled to compensation for 
their horses, unless they were actually killed iy 
battle; but these men called from Texas, who have 
never seen the enemy, were to be entitled to pay. 
ment for their horses, which, it was said, had been 
lost in consequence of the neglect of the Goverp- 
ment to furnish them with forage. What reason was 
there to be offered for this peculiar exception? [t 
was said, if they passed a general law to pay fot 
horses lost in the service, still these men would nor 
he paid, because they were called out irregularly, 
This, he held, was not a valid objection; fora 


| provision could be introduced into the general bill 


to give them the same that was given to other vol- 
unteers. If it was intended to pass a general bill, 


—— could be made for the Texas volunteers; 


out until it was determined to provide for all others, 
he was unwilling to make an exception in favor of 


these men, who had been in service a very few 


days. There were men from Missouri who went 
out on the first call for volunteers by the Presi- 
dent of the United States; they travelled some five 
thousand or six thousand miles, and nearly all 
their horses perished. And where, he asked, was 
the law giving them a cent for the losses they had 
sustained? Again, the horses of other volunteers 
from other States were thrown overboard in the 
Gulf, and why had not they as good a claim as 
these Texas volunteers, who marched one hundred 
and fifty or two hundred miles only, and when 
they got to the seat of war were immediately sent 


| back again? 


| other volunteers were likely to receive. 


Mr. BURT understood the gentleman from 
Missouri to say, that this resolution proposed to 
give Texas volunteers a greater sum than any 
Now, he 
should be much indebted to the gentleman if he 


_ would show him specifically in what particular this 


payment of the regiment of Texas mounted vol- | 
unteers called out by Colonel Curtis, commanding | 


officer at Camargo, and not mustered into service. 

Mr. BURT said, this resolution had heretofore 
been under consideration in this House, and it was 
on the question of its passage when the House ad- 
Its object had been 
fully explained and discussed, and therefore he 
hoped there would be no objection to its pas- 
sage at this time; for the Texas volunteers were 
as much entitled to remuneration as any others 


This was spe- 


and indispensable under the circumstances of the | 
case, 


War, and he 
nobody. He hoped he should have 


resolution proposed to pay these Texas volunteers 
a greater sum, or allowance, or emolument, than 
was received by other volunteers. ; 

Mr. HALL thought he had been sufficiently 
explicit. This resolution proposed to pay the 
Texas volunteers for horses lost for want of forage, 
but there was no provision to pay other volunteers 
for such losses, and thus they would receive pay 
which was not received by others. 

Mr. BURT had yet to oon that pay for horses 


lost was part of their pay and allowance for ser- 


vice. This resolution did certainly propose to give 
to the Texas regiment of volunteers payment for 


their horses also, and it was known to the House 


that the Committee on Military Affairs had like- 


_wise promptly reported a bill to pay for all horses 
lost in the war for want of forage being furnished 


by the Government of the United States. But if 


such a general law had been passed giving the Sec- 


retary of War authority to pay for horses lost in 
Mexico under such circumstances, this regiment 
of Texas volunteers would receive nothing by 
virtue of that law. 

Mr. HALL begged leave to ask the gentleman 
from South Carolina, if a law were passed to pay 
other volunteers for horses lost in the war, with 


It was recommended by the Secretary of || a proviso extending to this case, together with all 
resumed would be objected to by |, 


others, whether these Texas volunteers would not 


eapproba- || be paid for their horses? 
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Mr. BURT replied, that it must be obvious, if || stated by Mr. Burt, of South Carolina, and said | REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Congress should make special provision to pay | that it had ever been the policy of this Govern- 
for these horses, they would be paid for. The | ment to pay for horses so lost. It was not a valid 
very statement of the gentleman furnished an | argument against this resolution that it could be 
quswer to his own question, What he (Mr. B.) || incorporated into the general law. This resolution 
had contended for was, that they must make special || might now be passed, and there could be no ques- 
»rovision for the payment of these Texas volun- | tion that the general law would be passed here- 
ieers. Why? Because they were called into the |, after, 

cervice by Colonel Curtis, without constitutional || He then detailed the course pursued by the 
quthority. That was the reason why they could || Texas volunteers in endeavoring to efiect a settle- 
not receive pay and remuneration for their horses, || ment of this claim. They had actually incurred 
ifa general law should be passed to pay for horses || the expense of sending their lieutenant colonel to 
iost in the service. ‘The Committee on Military || Washington for that purpose. He appealed, then, 
Ailairs recommended that they should be paid all || to the House not to subject these gallant men to 
that they would have been entitled to if they had || further inconvenience. When Colonel Curtis called 
heen regularly mustered into the service; and he || upon them, they rallied around his standard, when 
appealed to the House to pass this resolution, and to | they believed that danger would attend them at 


pass it without amendment, which would require || every step, and he claimed for them the favorable 

a paymaster to. hunt up these men twice to pay | consideration of the House. 

them sums which could be as well paid at once. || Pending the question— 

The Committee on Military Affairs desired to pay | On motion, the House adjourned. 

for all horses lost by the fault or misfortune of the || 

Government; but he repeated that this was a special || 

case, Which required special legislation. He hoped || 
| 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
\ The following petitions and memorials were presented 
tie resolution would pass. 7 | under the rule, and referred : 
Mr. GIDDINGS briefly spoke in favor of the |) gy Mr.:rHOMPSON, of Kentucky: The petition of Henry 
motion to reconsider. ; . | Childs, praying for a pension, on account of a disability re- 
Mr. LINCOLN said the objection started by ceived while in the service of the United States. 


the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hatt) struck || , BY Mr. CABELL : Resolutions of the Legislature of the 
a aes d o 1 | ialeel || State of Florida, and petitions, preamble, and resolutions of 
him as being a sound one; and he wished to aS- || the General Assembly of the State of Florida, for light- 


certain if there was anything further to be learned || houses at Smyrna, Egmont Key, and at the mouth of the 
avout this claim, for he desired fully to understand |! Suwanee river. Also, memorials for a marine hospital and 
it. He understood that the volunteers who served || Ss - ee and for the improvement of 
: LOH b eo ral law titled to |! ppalachicola bay. Also, for the construction of a canal to 
in Mexico were not by any general law entitled to || connect Indian river with the St. John’s. Also, for the 
pay for lost horses, and he understood that if this || fortification of Cape Florida and St. Andrew’s bay. Also, 
resolution should pass, the Texas volunteers would | for —_ grant of St. eee nautiebe at ~ ne the 
ca aan ° ! hs use Of a seminary of learning. sO, for a port of entry at 
be entitled to compensation for lost horses. ‘Thus, Miami, in Dade county. Also, for mail routes to St. Lucie 
they would be agg in more favorable circum- | and Dade counties, and from Milton to Nathansville. 
stances than others. | By Mr. BARROW: 'The petition of Samuel Graves, pray- 

Mr. BURT begged leave again to explain. The ing he A, nee for eee See while acting as a 
Committee on Military Affairs had reported a bill, || Bijtains ND Curing the late war = 
which was before the Committee of the Whole on || By Mr. DUNCAN, of Ohio: The memorial of Clarissa 
the state of the Union, to pay for all horses lost in || Sumner aud Lucy Due, heirs of Colonel John Sumner, of 
Mexico, under the circumstances indicated by this || Ca) ‘tor two final seulement certidcates, which were funded 
a : r 5 ; “nai. || Pay t al se : rlificates, yere fundec 
resolution, or by casualties not necessarily inci- || j,, 1790, still due and unpaid. 
dent to the service without the fault of the owners. || By Mr. McCLELLAND: The petition of Thomas B. 
He begged to say to the gentleman from Illinois, |) Clarke, of Detroit, for a land patent. y 
[Mr. Livcoun,] that if that bill were now a law, || By Mr. KELLOGG : The petition of Archibald McAllis- 
hey would have to make a special provision for || 3/3 waneara) etjatians potent. iti 
they wo " I Pp i | By Mr. MACLAY: The petition of many citizens of the 
the payment of the ‘Texas volunteers. This was || city of New York, for the repeal of the law requiring news- 
admitted by the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. | pg me through the mail by other persons than publish- 
Hatt,} for the Texas volunteers were called into ory Mr SMITH of Iinois: The memorial of Jonathan 

: 7 3 , 3 Mr. 8) ‘ $: , { 
service by Colonel Curtis, of the Ohio regiment, || Church, praying the passage of a law authorizing the survey 
who had no authority to call them into the service. || and sale of a tract of land in Monroe county, Illinois, called 
This resolution, then, was in the nature of a pri- || the “ Renault Grant.” 
’ ’ , ie3 St 

‘ . . | By Mr. DUER: Remonstrance of citizens of the State of 
oe bill. It was to provide for the payment of @ |! New York, residing in the county of Oswego, against the 
particular regiment, in consequence of the irregu- || passage of a bill to place on a retired list, and reduce the 
larity of which he had been speaking. When the || compensation of officers of the navy, who become incom- 
general bill was passed, all the others would be || Petent from age or infirmities to perform the duties of their 
provided for. If, however, the provision for the a. 
payment of the lost horses were stricken from this 
resolution, as some gentlemen desired, and incor- 
porated in the general law, no good would be pro- 
duced, buta doubie journey of a paymaster into | 


Texas would inevitably follow, for the purpose of || citizens of Pennsylvania, asking the construction 
paying, first, that which would be allowed by this || of » post road between Philadelphia and New 
joint resolution, and afterwards the compensation || York; which were referred to the Committee on 


to be awarded by the general law. | Post Roads. 
Mr. LINCOLN faid the payment for these Yous || P25 0%. 9ee and boat Rosse 








IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, May 4, 1848. 
Mr. CLAYTON presented two memorials from 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 





being sure of ll th h igh : i 
5 eur paying all those that were right. || ing the same before any committee. 
But if this resolution should be passed, and the || 6 y 


general law should fail, then everybody but these 


Texas volunteers would go without their compen- || ! ; 
sation. He was not willing to do anything that || ida; which was twice read, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


or oe pen Ee | Mr. BENTON presented several memorials 


cing the Texas volunteers on a level with all other . J d 
volunteers; and, therefore, he should vote for the || from certain settlers and claimants, half-breeds, 
reconsideration. | asking such action as will establish a fee simple to 


Mr. KAUFMAN warmly advocated the passage | their settlements on certain reservations; which 
of the resolution. He urged that the resolution || Were referred to the Committee on Private Land 


| > 
qi been carefully considered by the Committee on || Claims. 


ilitary Affairs, and reported to the favorable Mr. HALE presented a memorial very numer- 


consideration of the Ho and, being entirely || ously signed, asking some new mode of legislation 


meritorious in its characteF, he regretted that it || by which colored citizens might be secured in their 
Should have met with any opposition here. If gen- || just rights, such as the writ of habeas corpus, &c. 
tlemen were acquainted with all the circumstances | The motion to receive this petition was laid on the 


of the case, which had not been detailed here, they |} table. 


would not have hesitated to pass it. Hethenpro-|| Messrs. WESTCOTT and YULEE presented 
ceeded to detail the circumstances under which the | memorials from citizens of Florida, in relation to 
Texas volunteers were called into the service of || the mails; which were referred to the Committee 


the United States by Colonel Curtis, as briefly |\ on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


ee rena ; Mr. C., said the memorialists had alluded to the 
lorses came within a class of cases in which he fact that the statements made in their memorials 
was a good deal like a gentleman near him, who | jad been contradicted on the floor of the Senate, 
was in favor of paying for everything by way of || ang stating their willingness to be examined touch- 


Mr. WESTCOTT, on leave, introduced a bill 
| respecting the public archives in the State of Flor- 


| Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
‘Lands, reported House bill relating to an act 
| therein named, without amendment, and asking 
the indulgence of the Senate to act on the bill at 
once. 

The bill was then considered as in Committee 
‘of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed The 
question being on its passage— 

Mr. BAGBY objected, but subsequently with- 
drew his objection at the earnest solicitation of 
Mr. HawweGan, and the bill was read a third time 
and passed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pen- 
| sions, reported a bill granting a pension to Eliza- 
| beth Munroe; which was read a first time. 

Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom had been referred the memorial 
|| of a certain firm, asking for an amendment to the 
|| bill for the relief of David Myerle, reported that 
| the committee saw nothing in the memorial to in- 
{ duce an amendment to the bill, or to delay its pas- 
| sage. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
| On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, it was 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate all the correspond- 
| ence between the Secretary of State and Don Justa Sierra, 
the representative of the Government of Yucatan, if not in- 
consistent with the public interests. 

On motion of Mr. STURGEON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting a com- 
pensation to Commodore James Biddle, for the diplomatic 
services which he has rendered as actual commissioner to 
China. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, a 
resolution was adopted directing the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing certain mail routes 
therein expressed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill to 
| provide for a retired list of the army of the United 
States. Mr. D. thought the bill would lead to no 
| discussion; but, if the Senate were not disposed to 
act on it at once, he desired to name some early 
day for its consideration. 

r. CLAYTON hoped the consideration of the 
bill would not be pressed at this time; in his opin- 
ion, the subject would require investigation. 

The bill was taken up, and made the special 
order for Monday next. 


PROPOSED OCCUPATION OF YUCATAN. 
Mr. HANNEGAN rose and said he was in- 
| structed by the Committee on Foreign Relations, 


| to whom had been referred a message of the Presi- 
dent in relation to Yucatan, to report “‘ An act to 
enable the President to take temporary military 
occupation of Yucatan.” 
| Mr. H. asked to have the bill read a second 
time then, not with a view to immediate action, 
| but that it might be made the special order for to- 
morrow, at one o’clock. 
There being no dissenting voice, the bill was 
read, as follows: 


AN ACT to enable the President of the United States to 
take temporary military occupation of Yucatan. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to take tempo- 
rary military occupation of Yucatan, and to employ the army 
and navy of the United States to assist the people of Yuca- 
tan in repelling the incursions of the Indian savages now 
overrunning and devastating that country. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to furnish, on 
such terms and conditions as he may deem proper, to the 
white population of Yucatan, such arms, ammunition, ord- 
nance, and other military means as they may need, to enable 
them to resist and repel the [ndian hostilities now waged 
agalnst them, and to restore peace and security to their 
country. 

| Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President be, 

| and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to accept the 

| services of an equal number of volunteer troops to supply the 

| place of such as may be withdrawn from their present duty 
by virtue of this act, provided their services shall be re- 

| quired ; the same to be raised for service during the war with 
Mexico, agreeably to the provisions of the acts ¥ May i3, 
1846, and March 3, 1847, 


| 
| Mr. HANNEGAN then moved that the bill! be 
| made the special order for to-morrow. 

|. Mr. HALE asked for the yeas and nays on this 
| 














motion, and they were ordered. 

On this bill a protracted discussion took place, 
in which Mr. CALHOUN, Mr. HANNEGAN, 
Mr. HALE, Mr. FOOTE, Mr. WESTCOTT, 
Mr. CASS, and Mr. NILES, participated, a full 
report of which will be found in the Appendix. 
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Mr. CALHOUN moved that the bill be made 
the special order for Friday; which was negatived 
—ayes 12, noes 17. 

Mr. HALE moved Monday, and asked for the 

eas and noes, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided as 
follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Calhoun, Clarke, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Green, Hale, Johnson of Lou- 
isiana, Niles, Spraance, Underwood, and Upham—1o. 

NAYS —Mesars. Allen, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Borland, 
Breese, Bright, Butier, Cass, Davis of Mississippi, Felch, 
Foote, Hannegan, Hunter, Lewis, Moor, Sturgeon, Turney, 
Westcott, and Yulee ». 

The bill was then made the special order for 
to-morrow. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 


HIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripayv, May 5, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


On the motion of Mr. WHITE, the petition and 
papers of Thomas C. Green were taken from the 
files of the Hlouse and referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

WAR STEAMERS IN THE PACIFIC. 

On the motion of Mr. KING, of Georgia, the 
Journal was corrected so as to show that the joint 
resolution reported by him yesterday to establish 
lines of war steamers in the Pacific Ocean, embraced 
ports in the Sandwich Islands as well as Califor- 
nia and China, 


PORTRAIT OF BARON DE KALB. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
received from W. W. Brent, Esq., of Washington, 
communicating the intelligence that he had just re- 
ceived, addressed to his care, from Robert Walsh, 
Esq., the consul of the United States at Paris, a 
portrait of Major General Baron de Kalb, to be 
presented to Congress as an offering from the sur- 


viving family of De Kalb, which awaited the decis- | 


ion of Congreas as to its reception and disposition, 
Keferred to the Committee on the Library. 
GENERAL TAY LOR’S PLATFORM. 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, asked the 


unanimous consent of the House to offer the fol- | 


lowing resolutions: 


Resolved, That “the power given by the Constitution to 
the Executive to interpose his veto is a high conservative 
power, Wiich should never be exercised except in cases of 
clear violation of the Coustitution, Or manifest baste and 
want of consideration by Congress.”’ 


Resolved, That * the personal opinions of the individual 


who may happen to occupy the Executive chair ought not to 
control the action of Congress upon questions of domestic 
policy, nor ought his objections to be interposed where ques- 
tions of constitutional power have been settled by the vari- 
ous departments of Government, and acquiesced in by the 
People.” 


Resolved, That‘ upon the subjects of the tariff, the cur- | 
rency, the improvement of our great highways, rivers, lakes, | 


and harbors, the will of the People, as expressed through 
their representatives in Congress, ought to be respected and 
carried out by the Executive.” 


Resolved, That * war, at all times and under all circum- | 
stances, is a national calamity, to be avoided if compatible | 
with national honor,” that the principles of our Govern- | 
mentas well as its liue policy are Opposed to the subjugation | 
of other nations and the dismmemberment of other countries | 


by conquest, for, in the language of the great Washington, 
‘why should we quit our own tostand on foreign ground.’ ”’ 


Objection being made, the resolutions were not | 


received. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 

On the motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, of Con- 
necticut, the House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole House, (Mr. Kaurman in the chair,) 
and took up the private calendar, 

Some difficulty was found in agreeing upon a 
mode of proceeding with the bills on the calendar, 
and in settling the precedence which should be 


given to them, and a long and irregular conversa- | 


tion ensued thereon. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved that the committee 
rise, with the view of moving that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. Disagreed to: Ayes 46, noes 
70. 

The conversation was then resumed, points of 
order were raised, and parliamentary law was read 
and enforced by argument, unul the committee 
found itself without a quorum, and the Chairman, 


j 
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was now reported to the House. 


At the call of Mr. STEPHENS, the list was 


read; and, as it showed a quorum to be present, 


the committee resumed its session. »| 


After some further time spent in committee, and 


/acting on a few bills to which no objection was 











according to rule, directed the roll of members to | 


be called. 
The committee then rose and reported the bill 


No. 318, and the fact, that having found themselves | 


its business, the committee laid bills aside to be 


reported, and therefore they were properly before 
the House. 


were respectively ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and were read a third time and | 
passed: 


Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Commander 
James M. Mcintosh; which was read a first time. 


reported the following House bills: 


ment to the bill; and— 


made, the committee rose by the vote of a majority 
of less than a quorum, and reported the bills agreed 
| upon to the House. 


The SPEAKER, the propriety of the course 


adopted having been questioned, decided that less 
than a quorum could rise and report. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, doubted the pro- | 


priety of less than a —— transacting business 
by reporting bills to t 


e House. 
The SPEAKER replied, that in the progress of 


The bills reported were the following, which 


A bill for the relief of John B. Smithand Simeon || 


Darden. 


A bill for the relief of Thomas H. Leggett. | 
A bill for the relief of Lot Davis. | 
A bill for the relief of Christopher Cunningham. | 
A bill for the relief of William H. Wilson. | 
A bill for the relief of Amos Bull. 


And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, May 5, 1848. 


A message was received from the President of || 


the United States, communicating, in compliance | 
with a resolution of the Senate of the 3d instant, 
the correspondence of Don Justa Sierra and the 
Secretary of State in relation to Yucatan; which 
was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval | 


Mr. YULEE also reported, from the same com- 


mittee, a bill renewing certain naval pensions for 
the term of five years, and extending the benefits 
of existing laws respecting naval pensions to en- | 
gineers, firemen, and coal heavers in the navy, and 
to their widows; which was read a first time. 


! 


Mr. YULEE also asked that the same commit- | 


tee be discharged from the further consideration of || 
the following petitions: John H. Williams; Pass- | 
ed Midshipman John L. Worden; Sasan T. E. 
Williamson, widow of Charles L. Williamson; | 
Henry La Reintree; and of Samuel Raub. 


Mr.W ESTCOTT, from the Committee of Claims, | 


for the relief of John Morgan, with an amend- 


ment, accompanied by a report. 


For the relief of G. De Lirac. 
For the relief of Wm. T. Holland. 
Mr. W. pressed immediate action on the last | 


named bill, as it was merely to pay a witness sent | 
from Rio Janeiro to Richmond, Virginia, to testify | 
in relauon to the slave trade, and would not in- || 


velve an amount of more than three hundred dol- || 
lars. || 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved an amend- i 


Mr. WESTCOTT preferred that it should take 


its place on the calendar. 


; 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 
Mr. ALLEN, on leave, introduced a bill further | 


to extend the time for locating Virginia military | 
land warrants, and returning surveys thereon; ‘! 


which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- |! 
tee on Public Lands. 


' 


Mr. ATCHISON, on leave, introduced a bill 


granting to the State of Missouri the right of way | 
and a donation of public lands, for making a rail- 

road connecting the town of St. Joseph, on the || 
Missouri river, with the town of Hannibal, on the | 
Mississippi river; which was read twice, and re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. BELL, on leave, introduced a bill to au- | 


thorize the district judge of the State of Tennessee | 
to hold a special term. 


‘The bill having received its first reading— 
Mr. BELL requested immediate action on it, 


which was opposed by Mr. WESTCOTT. The || 


|, together with the discourse of the Rev. Mr. Gurley, 





_ May 5, 


| without a quorom, the roll had been called, and bill was then read a second time, and ‘a 


( ferred tot 
Committee on the Judiciary. he 


The bill from the House to amend an act enti 
tled ** An act supplemental to the act entitled + “a 
act providing for the prosecution of the exist; 
war between the United States and the Repu 
of Mexico,’’’ was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee on Military A ffairs. 

The joint resolution from the House extendin 
the time for the erection of certain light-hoy 
was read twice, and referred to the Committe 
Commerce. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr 
Ha xe on the 28th of April last, came up for con. 
sideration: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Senate procure, for 


ing 
blie 
» and 


8es, 
€ on 


| the use of the Senate, five thousand copies of the addresseg 


made by the Speaker and the members of the House of 


Representatives, and of the addresses made to the Senate 
-=2 


Upon 


| the occasion of the death of the Hon. Jonn Quincy Apayy- 


Provided they can be obtained upon the same terins that 
twenty thousand copies of the same were furnished to the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. For the motion 11—no quorum voting, 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

And the CHAIR having restated the question, 
the vote stood, for laying the motion on the table, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atcbison, Atherton, Bagby, Bor- 
land, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cass, Crittenden 


|, Felch, Foote, Houston, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Moor 


Niles, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Westcott, and Yulee 
—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Clarke, Clayton, Davis of 
Mass chusetts, Greene, Hale, Johnson of Maryland, John- 
son of Louisiana, and Upham—10. 


The following resolution, submitted on the 28th 
of April by Mr. Josinson, of Maryland, came up 
for consideration, and was adopted: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re. 
quested to inform the Senate whether any officers are now 
in the military or civil service of the United States, under 
appointments from the President, which have not been sub- 
mitted to the Senate ; and if there be any such appointments, 
that he state the date of such appointments, and why itis 


| that it has not been in the power of the President to submit 


them to the consideration of the Senate. 


Some few minutes afterwards, Mr. ALLEN 
moved to reconsider the vote on the resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, inquired if the 
Senator had voted for the adoption of the resolu- 
tion? 

“To which Mr. ALLEN replied that he had not. 

And Mr. JOHNSON objected to his motion. 

Some conversational remarks were made b 
Messrs. BREESE, BAGBY, and HANNEGAN, 
on the subject of the practice of the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew his objection, and the 
motion to reconsider was decided in the aflirma- 


|| tive. 


Mr. ALLEN said he had no other motive but 
that the Senate should exercise a proper caution 
before they adopted a resolution of this character. 
The Constitution gave the President a right to 


|| withhold his nominations until the latter part of 


the session. There was no precedent for a request 
that the President would communicate his reasons 
for not doing in the earlier stages of the session 
what he had a right to do at any time previous to 
the adjournment of the Senate. This resolution, 
therefore, if proper to be offered now, might have 
been submitted with equal propriety on the second 
day of the session. If the Senate had a right to 
call on the President for the reasons which in- 
fluenced him in his Executive course, he had the 
same right to ask for the reasons which operated 
on the Senate, to induce this body to reject any of 
his nominations. 

On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the pore: order, 
and the further discussion of Mr. Jonnso8’s reso- 
lution was postponed. 


AID FOR YUCATAN. 

The special order being the bill to enable the 
President to take temporary military occupation 
of Yucatan, and the y! being under consideration 
as in Committee of the Whole— 

Mr. HANNEGAN then rose and addressed the 
Senate, at some considerable length and with no 
little animation, in favor of the bill as reported by 
the committee. Wéohen the bill was first reported 
he did not anticipate a opposition, but since it 
had become apparent that there would be, he 
should confine Simself to the remarks made by the 


» 
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tO the cenator from South Carolina, (Mr. Caruoun,] and force now than then, when England had seized, by | case in Mexico. _The population laa 
~ deavor, as far as was in his power, to answer, violence or fraud, every foot of land which she _ said to be about 500,000, of which the proportion 

enti. and he hoped successfully, all his objections. Mr. holds south of Yucatan? Mr. H. also dwelt on — of whites was only 50,000. He cautioned the Sen- 

“An , then proceeded, with his usual fervor, to reply | the »yhantoms of debt and taxation conjured up in ate against entering into another Indian war, after eS 

ISting the objections of Mr. CaLuHown seriatim, as de- the rain of the Senator from South Carolina; and the experience we had in Florida, and while we 
ublic ved from the remarks of that gentleman, on the _ insisted, that as our territories were extended, all are now engaged ina fight with the Camanches, 
and ‘troduction of the bill. He (Mr. H.) could not | the elements of strength and prosperity were like- He expressed a hope that the true object of this 

jiscover, after the closest and most rigid scrutiny, | wise increased, and that no parallel could be drawn measure was not to raise a new issue for the next 
ding any of those hidden dangers in the message that || between the kingdoms of England and Franceand Presidential election. He was opposed to the bill. 

uses had been suggested by the Senator from South | this country, as there was ‘no similarity between _ If we are to act, he thought we ought not to do so 
e On Carolina, but not designated; but he did discover | them. He drew a comparison between the time | until we had obtained the consent of Mexico. 

that Yucatan appealed to this country, urging it, | of Mr. Monroe with the present, when the Sen- Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, said that the Pres- coe 

Mr. py every te of humanity that binds man to man, ator said the whole cost of the Government did ident had proposed nothing beyond the temporary 

con- save her from destruction, or that in two short || not exceed ten millions of dollars. Atno period occupation of Yucatan. Whenever a proper time 

months she must cease to exist—that the whole during the administration of that President, had came, he was ready to take his stand against the 

€, for white population must be swept from the face of the population reached ten millions; now it might intervention of European Powers. But that did 
esses the earth. The committee had reported a bill | be fairly estimated at twenty-four millions of souls. not enter into this question. Yucatan was a part 

e of strictly in accordance with the message, proposing | He pointed to St. Louis and New Orleans as being | of Mexico, and he was willing, on the ground of 
ae 1p allow force enough to drive back the savage | the rivals of New York—the former city, during | humanity, to respond to the request of Yucatan 
AMa: nordes from their murderous assaults upon the | the time of Mr. Monroe, a mere collection of huts | for aid in her present difficulty and distress. He 

that ‘anocent and unoffending inhabitants; this was all | for the Indian trader. He pointed, too, to Pitts- | said, that whenever the two great salient points 
D the the bill proposed, and neither the President nor burg, to Cincinnati, with the hundred thousand — should be endangered by England, whenever Yu- 

any one else had ever dreamed of anything but | inhabitants, and the vast internal commerce of the | catan and Cuba should be attempted by her, he 

1 on temporary military occupation. He would not pre- | lakes, which had literally grown up since that time, | would step forward to oppose her. 
1g. tend to say that a state of things might not arise | and asked if that was not something to show for Mr. CLAYTON put the case, if the colored 
Lys, which would oblige us to hold the country perma- | the increase of expenditures now required? _ | people of Cuba should rise against the white pop- bi 
nently, and he should not, in his opinion, be acting | The Senator from South Carolina had said he ulation, and they should call on England for as- 
on, fairly or way if he avowed that under no cir- || would go far for humanity. What could humanity | sistance, would’ the Senator, because England 
ble, cumstances would he consent to a permanent occu- | suggest less than this bill proposed? Food and granted the aid, and took military possession of 

pation; that, however, was his private opinion, | clothing would be of little avail without arms. He | Cuba, be ready to make war with England? 

zen Already had we seen that one of the most formida- | repeated that there was no intention todo more || Mr. DAVIS replied in the affirmative. On the 
oe ble Powers of the earth was hastening with race- || than take temporary occupation of Yucatan. It || subject of the armistice, he said he had a difficulty 
lee horse speed to seize the Isthmus; and although | had also been asserted that the language of the | at the outset, but he had been advised that the 

the Senator from South Carolina had said that | message went beyond the declaration of Mr. Mon- armistice would not interfere. He believed that the 
= England in her present condition could no more | roe. He insisted, on the contrary, that Mr. Mon- | armistice would expire before we could send out aid ae 
. seize Yucatan than he could, they had the most |, roe’s declaration embraced the whole of the two to Yucatan. He had no proof to satisfy him that a 

Sth authentic information that she had seized Hon- | continents of America; the message of Mr. Polk | England was interfering with the Yucatanese. He 
duras and the Mosquito country, and had been || went to a more limited extent, as it only looked to | did not regard the fact that the Indians had Tower aa 

P advancing her troopsupon Yucatan, under the guise |, North America. He read from Mr. Monroe’s || muskets as any evidence, because these muskets, ve 
™ of taking care of British interests. England never || declaration to sustain him in this view. But he | which were condemned by the English Govern- ‘de 
~ had enough to do at home to prevent her from || put it to the Senator from South Carolina, how he || ment, in consequence of the improvement in those Lire 
der accomplishing any mighty designs which she had |! could reconcile it to his own consistency, that he | arms, were a commodity of trade common through- 2a 
ib. in anticipation. Had they not seen in the late || sustained the declaration of Mr. Monroe at the | out Mexico, being an article of ordinary traffic. 

‘2 troubles in Europe, where thrones had been de- | time it was issued, and that he opposed the prin- | He desired to move an amendment to the bill, so é 
nit molished ‘*as by the stroke of the enchanter’s || ciple now. He stated that he had been permitted | as to make it merely an authority to raise more #3 

wand,” England had remained firm and immova- || to have an interview with John Quincy Adams, | volunteers to supply the place of such of our pres- ie 
N ble? Does any one suppose that her settlement || (on whom he passed an eloquent eulogy,) in which || ent force as may be deemed necessary for the de- oot 
; near Yucatan was brought about by any hope of |, he had learned that that distinguished statesman | fence of Yucatan. a 
he gain to her citizens from a miserable traffic in dye- | was the author of that declaration, as he had pre- || Mr. D. then moved to strike out all after the ng 
.. woods? If they did they were mistaken. That | pared it, in consequence of a conversation with | word * authorized,”’ in the fourth line, down to ste ae 
nation was looking to secure the great route by Mr. Monroe. The object was to prevent any in- || the same word ih the second line of the second a" 
the Isthmus to the Pacific, which would give her || terference of European Powers, not by war, but section, and to insert, after the word ‘ duty,”’ in 
the control of the trade of the East. Let her get | by negotiation. When this declaration was com- | the fifth line, the following words: ‘To answer 

y possession of Yucatan, and what would be the || municated to the foreign ministers, the British min- || the exigent demand for the immediate presence of Ss 

; effect on southern interests? Look to the map, | ister instantly protested against it. All the other || a portion of our army in Yucatan.” 

. and see that Yucatan shakes hands almost with || ministersacquiesced, except the minister from Rus- || So that the bill, if amended, would read: > ae 
e Cuba; let her then obtain Yucatan, and he had no || sia, who said he would communicate the declara- || Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the United States ee 
P more doubt that she would get possession of Cuba |) tion to hisGovernment, and communicate the reply. | be, and he is hereby, a ~ ——— te ee 7 

than he had that the trees would sprout and the } Nothing, however, had been since heard from Kus- | a Se eteatee ae ded ree enaaicueanee sa 
t flowers blossom in the spring; indeed, at this very || Sia. He stated these facts, to prove that both Mr. |, ent duty to answer to the exigent demand for the immediate sae 
a hour had they possession of information that Eng- || Monroe and Mr. Adams meant something by this | presence of a portion of our army in Yucatan: Provided, as 
land was endeavoring to obtain that fertile island, || declaration more than a mere sound. He conclu- | Their services shall be required; the same 19 be raived for ; 
: and that once effected, the Gulf of Mexico would | ded with reading a paragraph from the message, | Yitjoue ne ee ee Oe ee tea c 
f become a mare clausum. Cuba was said to be the || to show that nothing more than a temporary occu- forty-six, and March third, eighteen hundred and forty- x 
t key, and with Yucatan she would have both lock || pation was contemplated. || Seven.” _ 
: and key, and control the whole outlet of the vast ||| Mr. CLAYTON took the ground that the Pres- || Mr. HANNEGAN. Where, then, would be “a 
‘ Mississippi; and were they to fold their arms | ident had merely suggested the employment of the || the authority for the President to take possession a 
' quietly and see Yucatan and Cuba fall into the | troops so long as the Mexican war should continue, | of and to occupy Yucatan? _ "a Be 
arms of England ? and not an hour longer. The President, therefore, | Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. He would derive he 
Mr. H. went on to allege that England was now, || could not be regarded as responsible for this bill, |’ his authority from the declaration of war with Mg 
) through her agents, supplying the Indians with || which went beyond his suggestion, inasmuch as it) Mexico. It is on the ground of our war with ee 
7 muskets, bearing on them the stamp of the Tower |, proposed a temporary occupation, and the word | Mexico that he wished to place this measure. ! 
; of London. If we refuse to respond to this call, || temporary meant just so long as might be conve- Mr. CRITTENDEN said the amendment com- 
7 we shall also stand supine while England seizes on |, nient. He viewed the bill as incompatible with | pletely changed the character of the bill, making it 
| Cuba. He did not consider that this measure || Our treaty stupulations with Mexico, which provi- | merely an authority to raise an additional force ae 
could be regarded as inopportune because it might || ded that we should withdraw our troops within a| for the war in Mexico. He referred to the diffi- ae 4 
give offence to England. He did not believe Eng- || designated line. After the ratification of this treaty, | culty which the chairman of the Military Commit- oa 
land would take offence at our action, and if she || Mexico may think proper to resume her sovereign- || tee had found in marching along at the head of hia ee 
should, he did not care. England would not in- |ty over Yucatan, Can Mexico be made to believe twenty thousand volunteers. He had been daily 
terfere with any country in which we had planted || that we are only actuated by motives of humanity, | giving the word, ** forward, march!’ but not a ae 
our foot. Not that she had any fear of us. Fear ‘| and that our real object is not to scatter our treaty | step had they advanced. This amendment cut ae 
was not an element in the English character. Did || stipulations to the winds? It should also be recol- | Joose the bill from the suggestion of the President. ae 
she believe that her honor required it, although she || lected that we have concluded an armistice with | If the treaty should be ratified, these troops would oa 
were to read her fate written in the book of doom, || Mexico. Now, will not that armistice be violated | not be required. What, then, would become of or 
she would not hesitate a moment to go to war with | the moment we send fresh troops into Mexico? He | the people of Yucatan? Besides, the object of ‘ae 
us, or with any other country on earth. || dwelt on the cruelty of taking our troops, debilita- || raising troops for the war with Mexico is to put 


| 

Mr. H. alluded also to the objections Mr. Cat- | ted by the climate to which they have so long been | 
noun had made to the policy avowed by Mr. Mon- || exposed, and transporting them to Yucatan. Was | fected by lending aid to Yucatan, who is our 
roe in his message of 1823, touching foreign inter- || it possible that any of these troops would ever re- || enemy? He thought the armistice also stood in 
ference on this continent, and desired to know why || turn home? ) ; || the way. The civil war in Yucatan was raging at 
it was that the Senator from South Carolina had || Mr. HANNEGAN said the climate about Me- | the time the armistice was made, and probably, 
taken such exceptions to it now, as reiterated by || rida was very wholesome. | had it been intended to exclude Yucatan, it would 
Mr. Polk, when he was committed to it while in || Mr. CLAYTON replied that the way to it pass- have been done in express language. The chair- 
the cabinet of Mr. Monroe? Was it not of more || ed through a very unhealthy country, as was the ' man of the Committee on Foreign Relations, he 


down an enemy. How was this object to be ef- 
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presumed, regarded this measure as distinct from 
the war in Mexico. If so, he could only regard it 
as a violation of the principle of intervention which 
we laid down for the observance of all other na- 
tions. Other nations would be induced to create 
slight pretexts, on which they would justify them- 
selves in following our example. This might lead 


toa slobbering and protracted war eve rywhere. It | 


would add to the number of the unjust wars which 
had agitated the world. 

lie stated that he would be willing to render 
assistance to any people suffering as these people 
are. 
we brought such a measure forward as a part of 
our general system of policy. There was another 
point, They who suffer are a minority. Were 
we to send arms and armies to aid the minority in 
puting down the majority? {[Mr. HAnNEGAN. 
Phey are savages.) For three hundred years this 
Government has ruled the country; and can they 
come to us, after three hundred years, and t:ll us 
these are savages, without incurring an imputation 
on themselves? What miszovernment must have 


But he thought we should be cautious how | 


been practised to keep these people in a savage | 
| | peo] a 


state! Butitwas not so. ‘These people were not 
slaves—there was a law in existence against sla- 
very—they were citizens, in the enjoyment of an 
‘ qualit y of rights and privileges. He desired much 
more heht before he could consent to vote for this 
ball. 
first instance, to ascertain where the right lay. 
We ought to be judges before we became execu- 
tioners. He would willingly do everything to 
rescue the pgople of Yucatan from the murderous 
assaults of their enemies. jut he could not but 
remember that for three hundred years these peo- 
ple have groaned under the Spanish yoke, and 
what Oppressions may they not have endured to 
urge them to their dreadful retaliations? 

There were no fixed limits to the occupation in 
the bill. How long may it be before the vengeance 
of these Indians will be satisfied? How long will 
it be before these fifty thousand white people would 
be able to make head against their enemies? We 
must make a permanent military settlement there 
to effect any beneficial result. He desired infor- 
mation as to the probable extent of the occupation, 
and of the probable cost, in order that he might 
give an account of his vote, and his reasons for it, 
when required by his constituents. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, made a brief ex- 
planation in reference to the terms of the armistice, 
which, in his view, excluded the wild Indians and 
bodies of troops which were acting without au- 
thority. 

Mr. FOOTE thought that the President was in 
a most unfortunate predicament as he seemed to 
have failed to obtain the acquiescence of either 
marty, and went on to address the Senate until the 
cone of adjournment, near four o’clock. 

{A full report of the debate will be found in the 
Appendix. ]} 

‘The Senate adjourned to Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, Way 6, 184s. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, offered a 
resolution, in the usual form, to terminate debate 
in Committee of the Whole on the bill for settling 
the claim of the legal representatives of Richard 
W. Meade, deceased, after the House has again 
had the same under consideration for two hours, 
if not sooner disposed of. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; on which motion 41 voted in the affirma- 
tive, and 49 m the negative, being less than a 
quorum. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved a call of the 
House; which motion was agreed to, and the roll 
was called accordingly. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut—a quorum 
having been found present—moved that further 
proceedings under the call be dispensed with. The 
motion was agreed to: Ayes 82, noes 39. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the resolution of Mr. Rockwext on the table, 
and was determined in the negative: Ayes 58, 
noes 61. : 

The a then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

Mr. BOWLIN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. > 


He would rather send out an umpire, in the | 


j 
} 





,and HOLMES of South Carolina, took part, the 
, amendment was agreed to, by a vote of 69 to 53. 


Jution, so as to provide that the debate shall ter- 
minate at two o clock on Friday next. 
After some conversation, mm which Messrs. 


ROCKWELL of Connecticut, McCLELLAND, 


‘The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
W hole on the private calendar. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the House 


| resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union, for the purpose of proceeding 


with the consideration of the bounty land bill, 
which being a special order, he contended, took 
precedence of the motion made by the gentleman 
trom Connecticut, on Fridays and Saturdays, as 
well as other days. 

The SPEAKER decided, that according to the 
pracuce of the House, the special order alluded to 
would not take precedence on private bill days. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND appealed from the decis- 
ion of the Chair. 

‘The question, Will the House sustain the de- 


| cision ot the Chair? was taken, and decided in the 
| affirmative. 


‘rhe motion of Mr. Rockwe.t was then agreed 
to, and the House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the private calendar, (Mr. 


| Capen in the chair,) and resumed the considera- 





| the cities of New York and Philadelphia. 


tion of the ** bill for settling the claim of the legal 
representatives of Richard W. Meade, deceased.”’ 

Mr. BOWLIN and Mr. MARVIN participated 
in the debate on this bill. 

Mr. PUTNAM offered the following amendment | 
in lieu of the first section, and spoke tn its support: 

* That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury be, and hereby is, 
authorized to examine any claims arising on contracts 
wiich Richard W. Meade had on the 22d of February, i819, | 


|} and as the same then existed against the Government of 


ppaw, and determine by competent tesumouy, and as full 
as that required in support of claims beitore the board of 
commissioners under tie Florida treaty, the balance due, 
if anything, to sad Meade. ‘The Attorney General of the 
United States shall attend the said examination on the part 
of Uns Government, and be permitted to offer any counter- 
evidence tending te defeat the said claims or reduce the 
amount thereof.” 


Mr. WOODWARD next obtained the floor, but 
gave way to 

Mr. SAWYER, who moved that the committee 
rise. Agreed to by a majority of 56 to 24. | 

‘The committee accordingly rose and reported | 
progress. 

‘Lhe House then adjourned. | 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and reierred : 


By Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia: The petition of the 
ciuzens of Ritchie county, Virginia, for a post-route. 

By Mr. GOGGIN: The petition of Robert Hare and 202 
other citizens of Philadelpiia, remonstrating against the 
course pursued by the Camden and Amboy Kailroad Com- 
pany in the transportation of passengers, aud asking fur the 
survey Of a post-route and construction of a railroad between 


By Mr. EXAWAKDS: The memorial of the American 
Medical Association, convened in Baltimore on May 1, ask- 
ing for the passage of stringent and effective laws for pre- 
venting the lmportation of adulterated drugs, medicines, and 
chemicals used in the practice of medicine. 

By Mr. DUNCAN: ‘The memorial of Jogn Poe. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, Way 8, 1848. 
Mr. CABELL (objection being made) moved a 


make the joint resolution authorizing the settle-J 
ment by the proper accounting officers of the treas- 
ury, and payment of the expenses of the United 
States ship Macedonian, on her recent voyage to | 
Ireland and Scotland, the special order of the day 
for ‘Tuesday of next week, and until disposed of. 
The question being taken, the House refused to | 
suspend the rules. 
Mr. BRODHEAD (objection being made) | 


_ moved to suspend the rules, to enable him to offer | 


a resolution to rescind a resolution passed by the | 
House on the 20th of March last, providing for the | 
distribution of documents to clerks of the county | 
courts, 

The question being taken, the rules were sus- || 
pended; and, under the operation of the previous | 
question, the resolution was adopted. 1 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Mr. McCLELLAND moved to amend the reso- } Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi ’ 


| sider the resolution just passed, and briefly 
| original 


| would be equal in its operation, and that its 


» Moved to re con. 

. . ° any 

warmly vindicated the justice and propriety of y . 
resolution. He referred to objer ts 


" - " on 
which had been made, and maintained : 


that jr 
effect 
of the 
rinted 


would be to place in the hands of the clerks , 
counties a copy of each of the documents | 
by order of the House of Representatives, wher. 
they could be consulted by the whole people, and 
where, in a few years, would be collected a value. 
ble amount of information, accessible to the py),. 
lic, and constituting public property; whereas the 
dacuments, as soon as they now left the Hoy. 
under the franks of members, became private prone 
erty. Of how much value would not be a colle. 
tion of all the public documents printed by onde; 
of the House for the last twenty years! ‘Such 
collection, from this time forward, would be a). 
tained at a very trifling expense under the regoly. 
tion, if it were allowed to stand. 

Mr. BRODHEAD briefly contended that the 
resolution which it was proposed to rescind would 
be unequal in its operation, impracticable, and yy). 


, necessary. Each member, he argued, was be 
’ = ’ JEST 


qualified to judge to what part of his own distric; 
the public documents should be sent; and if the 
clerks of the counties were the proper persons, 
they would receive them. As for the general read. 
ing of them at the clerks’ offices contended for by 
the gentleman from Mississippi, he thought a law 
office was the last place to which the farmers would 
be likely to resort for the purpose. 

Mr. DICKEY demanded the previous question, 

Mr. PETTIT moved to lay the motion to re. 
consider on the table; which was agreed to, 

So the matter was disposed of, and the original 


| resolution was rescinded. 
' 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, (objection being made,) 


_moved to suspend the rules, in order to move to 


take up and make the special order, after the spe- 
cial orders already made shall have been disposed 
of,except for Fridays and Saturdays, the bill grant. 
ing to the Alabama, Florida, and Georgia Railroad 
Company the alternate sections of the public lands 
along the route of their contemplated road, on cer- 
tain conditions. 

The question being taken, the rules were not 
suspended. 


BOUNTY-LAND BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, said there was a 
special order on the calendar, the debate on which 
the House had decided should be terminated to- 
day at two o’clock. He alluded to the bounty- 
land bill, which was of some importance to many 
of them; on which, therefore, he moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union. 


The yeas and nays were called for and ordered 


on that motion; and, being taken, resulted thus: 
Yeas 117, nays 33. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Hivuiarp in the chair,) and resumed the 


| consideration of the following bill: 


A BILL to amend an act entitled “An act to raise, for a lim- 
ited time, an additional military force, and for other pur- 
poses,’ approved February 11, 1847. 

Be it enacted, §c., ‘That every non-commissioned officer, 
private, or musician of the army of the United States, who 
has been, or who may hereafter, during the continuance of 
the present war with Mexico, be promoted to the rank ef 
commissioned officer, and who, if such promotion had not 
taken place would have been, or may hereafter be, entitled 
to receive from the War Department a certificate or warrant 


| for public land, or treasury serip in lieu thereof, under the 
| ninth section of the act of which this is an amendment, 


; 5 ; | shall, notwithstanding such promotion, be entitled to receive 
suspension of the rules, to enable him to move to || 


said warrant or certificate, or treasury scrip in lieu thereof, 
in the same manner as if such promotion had not taken 
place: Provided, That all the requisites of the ninth section 
of the act approved February 11, 1847, shall have been faith- 
fully complied with: nd provided, further, That the pro- 
visions of the said ninth section shall be as applicable to land 
warrants Or certificates issued under this act as to those that 
might be issued in virtue of said ninthsection. Provided, fur- 
ther, That they shall have been elected or promoted alter 
reaching the seat of war. 


The pending question was on an amendment 
offered by Mr. Tuompson, of Mississippi, as fol- 
lows: 

“And be it further enacted, That the bencfits and rights 
conferred by the ninth section of the above recited act upon 
the soldiers engaged in the present war with Mexico be, and 
the same are hereby, so extended that each non-commission- 
ed officer, musician, and private of the regular army, OF ot 
any company of volunteers, rangers, or militia who servedin 
the Indian war in the Northwest Territory, prior to the treaty 
of Greenville, in 1795, or who served during the late war 
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h Great Britain for twelve months or more, and was hon- 
=. jj-charged, and who has not received a bounty otf 
— a irtue of any law heretofore passed, shall be enutled 
me Te ecive a warrant for one hundred and SIXty acres of 
; and such non-commissioned officer, musician, and 


i ate of any company of volunteers or militia, who actu- 
ivi re > 


 corved fur six months in the said Indian war, or in the 
ev ewar with Great Britain, and was honorably discharged, 
eer be entitled to and receive a warrant for eighty acres ot 
ai the bounties of land herein granted shall be subject 
“ei came rules of descent, and be located in the same 
— id with the same restrictions as are now provided 


manner at : 
i above recited act.” 


in the sale 

Mr. VINTON, who was entitled to the floor 
fom a preceding day, said the amendment to the 
pil] now under consideration proposed, in the first 
aiace, to give land bounties to the officers and sol- 
‘iers who served in the campaigns of 1792 and 
1793, or in what were commonly called the Indian 
campaigns in the western country, and also to 
ive a bounty to all the militia called into the pub- 
i. service during the last war with Great Britain, 
for periods of six and twelve months. This, aside 
fom the establishment of a new principle, was, as 
ie thought, a proposition of vastly more import- 
ence than at the first view would seem to belong 
to it. 

Permit him to remark in the outset, that he re- 
carded this proposition, together with one or two 
others which have been presented to this House 
during the last ten days or two weeks, as equiva- 
lent to a proposition to surrender up the whole of 


the public domain of this country to the hands of | 


those who may think proper to speculate in the 
nublic lands. They would require to satisfy them 
a quantity of land as great, or nearly as great, as 


oll the land that had been sold by this Govern- | 


ment in every part of the country from the found- 
ation of the Government down to this day. He 
was inclined to think this House did not know 
what it was asked to do on this subject. When 
they remembered that the public domain of this 
country was worth at this moment at least one 
thousand millions of dollars, it was of some con- 
sequence at least, that before they legislated upon 
a subject of this importance they should weigh 
well what they were about todo. There was no 
gentleman in this House more willing than he was 


to do whatever was proper to be done by way of | 


compensating those who had exposed themselves 
in defence of their country; but still he thought 


that in such matters there should be some rule, | 


some principle, some time somewhere fixed, that | 


the door at some time might be closed against such 
legislation. No gentleman that he had heard 
speak on the proposition before the committee 


had undertaken to say that this Government was | 


under any obligation to grant these bounties. No 
gentleman had undertaken to say that they had 
been ever promised by the country to those sol- 
diers who enlisted in the late war with Great 
Britain; but it had been shown by the gentleman 
from Michigan, who addressed the House the 
otherday, that at that time the proposition was 
made to give bounties, and after consideration of 


the subject, a bill to grant bounties was passed, |! as good a claim as many for whom gentlemen de- 


sired to make provision by this bill: not that he 


but it was repealed again in a single week. 
Well, what was this proposition? It was a 
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and lands or something else shall be given to them 


that survive, and not to them only, but to their 
children and descendants.”” How would such a 
proposition differ from the present? This Congress 
doubtless thought it was competent, when it had 
all the facts betore it, and possessed a knowledge 
of all the circumstances of the case, to decide cor- 
rectly what ought to be done, as well certainly as 
any gentleman sixty or even forty or thirty years 
hence. He held that the business of legislation, 
as well as of adjudication, and everything else for 
one generation, should be done by that generation. 
Every generation must legislate for itself. It must 
do its own work. Public policy required that 
every generation should do its own work as it went 
along. ‘There was an evident impropriety, when 
a generation had passed away, and one or two 
succeeding generations, from some notion of be- 
nevolence, thus to give away the public treasure— 
for property was money. He desired to call the 
attention of the committee to the fact, that neither 
during the war of the American Revolution, which 
was fought chiefly by the militia that was then 
called into the service, nor during the last war, nor 
at any time prior to this present Mexican war, had 
there ever been a land bounty granted to those who 
had served their country as militia. If Congress 
should pass this bill, and thereby should say that 
they would grant bounties to those who served 
during the Indian wars of 1792 and 1793, and those 
who served during the last war, for twelve or six 
months, was there any gentleman there who could 
tell him why they should not go back to the war 


| of the American Revolution, when the militia 


served as long or longer than either of these periods, 
when their services were as valuable, and when 
everybody knew they were not paid, for the coun- 
try was not then able to pay? Yea, that was the 
distinguishing feature of those who served during 
the war of the Revolution, whereas all these em- 
braced in the proposition before the committee 
had been paid. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposed 
toexplain. ‘Thereason why he had not gone back 
to the period of the Revolution was, that all the 
revolutionary soldiers had been provided for by 
pensions, and he had no desire to interfere with 
the pension system. 

Mr. VINTON asked if the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi meant to say that all the soldiers of the 
Revolution had received pensions? The gentleman 
could not mean that. ‘‘hose only had received 
pensions who had been spared and continued alive 
down to 1832. All those who died during the first 
quarter or half century after the Revolution had had 


| no pensions: they had received neither bounty lands 
| nor money, nor had their heirs received any for 


their services. And were there any services ren- 
dered that were more valuable than those of the 
American Revolution? And yet those soldiers were 
the only troops that had died without receiving any 
pay, and whose children and grandchildren were 


| now spread over this wide land, each of whom had 


proposition to give bounties to armies raised sixty || 


years ago, or nearly so; and to armies raised a 
quarter of a century ago, and half a quarter of a 
century more. The subject of rewarding those 
men came up as a matter of course for considera- 
tion, when they were called into the public service. 
The Government had the land at that time, which 
could have been given to themif it had been thought 
proper; and yet, with a full view of and on a proper 
consideration of the subject at that time, the Gov- 
ernment thought proper to withhold it. And when 
laws were passed on full consideration, for the 


employment of men in the public service in any | 


form or shape, unless there was some great and 
Important reason to the contrary—unless it could 
be shown that some mistake had been made by 
those who had gone before us, public policy seemed 
to require that we should pause before we, at this 


late day, engaged in such legislation as was now | 
e had now the Mexican war on our || 


propesel 


| the support of schools. 
‘| taken. 
| 


ands, and we had made some provision, after full || 


debate of the consequences to grow out of it, for 
the soldiers serving in Mexico. Well, now, sup- 
pose that some sixty years hence some gentleman 


should get up and say to the Congress then sitting | 


in this Hall, ** the Congress sitting here sixty years 
ago did not do its duty to those Mexican soldiers, 


wished any legislation for them when two genera- 


tions had passed away. But he asked again, if | 
they adopted this proposition, could any gentle- || 
man rise up and say he would refuse to give the | 


same bounties to those who served during the war 
of the American Revolution ? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Does the gentleman 
affirm that none of the States granted bounties of 
land to their militia who served in the revolution- 
ary war? If so, he is mistaken. Virginia and 
North Carolina more particularly provided for their 
militia ina most liberal and munificent manner. 
These States granted bounties of land to their rev- 
olutionary soldiers. Connecticut reserved a large 
quantity of land, which she preferred to apply for 


Mr. VINTON replied, that some of those States 


_ might have given bounties to their troops, but that 


did notaffect the argument he was making. Where 
did the larger proportion cont come from during 
the war of the Revolution? From New England, 
New York, and Pennsylvania; and he undertook 


| to say that north of the Potomac no reservations 
| were made when the public lands were relinquish- 


ed for the soldiers of the American Revolution. 


| North Carolina and Virginia made such reserva- 
| tions, he admitted; but New York, and Massachu- 


and therefore it is our duty to order that money !! setts, and other States which had claims equally 


So the gentleman is mis- || 


—— 








valid, relinquished their lands without reservation. 


But he would not dwell on this point. He intend- 
ed merely to state the question; and he asserted 
that they could not vive bounty lands to the militia 
that were embraced in the amendment, and equita- 
bly withhold bounties from the militia who served 
during the American Revolution. 

But why, he would ask ihe gentleman from 
Mississipp1, stop at six months? 

Mr. THOMPSON was understood to say that 
he had followed the precedents which had been 

set by the friends of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. VINTON. Why, a succeeding Congress 
might come and say that they had not done half 

enough, and that, instead of stopping atsix months, 
they should have stopped at three months. Butto 
proceed. Why should they not include the mili- 
tia employed in the Black Hawk war?) Why not 
include those who served in the Florida war? Why 
notinclude those who sustained the honor and glory 
of the country on the lakes and the ocean? Why 
should our sailors and marines be shut out? If this 
proposition were agreed to, every other person 
who had rendered service in defence of the « ountry 
should also be provided for by bounty lands, even 
down to service for a single month. The man who 
served for one month suffered as much, and per- 
haps mere, than some others. His loss of crops 
would perhaps be as great by one month’s service 
as six months. 

Now, then, the gentlemanefrom Mississippi, 
[Mr. Tuompson,] and the gentleman from Hlinois, 
[Mr. McC iernanp,] had stated to the committee 
that the proposition in this bill would be satisfied, 
probably, by some six or seven millions of acres 
of the public domain. Only from six to seven 

millions! an amount equal to all the bounties ever 
granted by this Government for the entire amount 
of military services rendered during the war of the 
Revolution and the last war with Great Britain. 
|, But, instead of being confined to that, the bill estab- 
lished a principle which, once adopted, would ad- 
mit of no stopping-place until a bounty should 
have been provided for every man who at any 
time, or for any period, had done military service. 
Instead of seven millions of acres, it involved an 
appropriation which forty millions of acres would 
not satisfy. 

He had understood from the intelligent chair- 
man of the Committee on the Public Lands (and 
he stated the fact here, Jest that gentleman, as 

| was too probable, might fail to obtain the floor) 
that he had found, on examination, that three 
hundred and eighty thousand men had served, for 
a longer or shorter period, during the last war 
alone. How many had done service during the 
Revolution none could even conjecture. From this 
one fact the committee would be able to see some- 
thing of the consequences of adopting measures like 
that proposed. 

Again: he objected to the amendment in conse- 
quence of the principle it went to establish. It was 
proposed to throw open the land offices of the 
country to every soldier who obtained a warrant, 
just as if his certificate was so much money in 
hand. Once adopt an arrangement like this, and 
there was an end at once to the landed branch of 
the public revenue. The revenue was derived 
from two sources—the customs and the public 
|| domain. From the sales of the public lands this 
|| Government had already derived one hundred and 
| twenty millions of dollars. 

(The House being here in some confusion, Mr. 
V. observed, that as he perceived the committee 
were not disposed to listen to him, he did not de- 
sire longer to intrude himself upon their attention. 
And he took his seat. Cries of **Go on;”’ “go 
on!’ from all quarters. The order of the commit- 
tee being in some measure restored, he was pre- 

_ vailed on to proceed.] 

He had been observing that the measure pro- 
posed, if it should be adopted, must inevitably put 
an end to that branch of the public revenue which 
was derived from the public lands. 
|| If this amendment should pass into a law, what 
| would happen? Immediately men who had money 
| in all parts of the country, and who understood 
| the process of land jobbing, would hire agents just 
|, a8 a man who had capital in Connecticut hired 
| men to go about the country and peddle tin, who 
_ would spread themselves in all quarters and hunt 
|, up old men who had served in Harmar’s and 
|| Wayne’s campaigns, or their widows or descend- 
\| ants, and would buy up their claims for a song, 
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and then enter the land. If this sacrifice of the 
public domain was to inure to the benefit of the 
soldiers who had fought for the country, the pro- 
ceeding, whatever might be thought of its policy, 
‘would be less objectionable: but who did not know 
that in all these cases of donations of land it was 
not the soldier who got the benefit? Who was so 
ignorant of the past as to hope such a result? It 
was the speculator who ever got the lion’s share, 
while the man who had done the service and borne 
the burden and heat of the day got but a mere 
sittance of what was given as a reward to him, 
Renteede knew that the standing market price of 
the land bounties granted in the last war was $20; 
and two years ago, when it had been proposed in 
Congress to provide bounty lands for our soldiers 
serving in this Mexican war, it was declared in 
debate, and none disputed it, that unless some 
measure was adopted to fix the value of land war- 
rants asa saleable commodity, their price in the 
market would inevitably run down to little or noth- 
ing. Asa means of guarding against this evil, he 
had himself proposed that the Government should 


issue certificates of stock for $100 bearing interest | 


at six per cent.; and should then grant the return- 
ing soldier his option to take his reward either in 


land or in stock: this would effectually prevent land | 


warrants from depreciating much below that point: 
and those warrants, in point of fact, stood at about 
that price now. He had recently seen a notice in 
a New York paper of warrants to be had at $95. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, stated that he had re- 
cently learned that they were worth $124. 

Mr. VINTON, resuming, said that, on the other 
hand, one gentleman near him had just informed 
them that they had recently been sold at $40; and 
another added that he had seen them sold by thou- 
sands in New Orleans at $60. it was always so. 
These certificates were always a commodity in the 
hands of speculators and land jobbers. 

W henever a law was proposed for land bounties, 
nothing was heard in that Hall but the services 
and hardships of “the poor soldier”’—his patriot- 
ism and his sacrifices were the theme of many 
pathetic speeches, and the obligations of public 
grautude were urged with a burning zeal: nota 
word was said about the speculators. It was 
usually pressed on the House under the pretext 
that the effect of such grants would be to settle the 
country; it would do no such thing; not one sol- 
dier in fifty entitled to these bounties ever saw his 
land or set his foot within a hundred miles of it. 
The grant always went to the benefit of somebody 
else, and the land remained as it was before. 

‘The measure now so warmly urged upon the 
House would practically amount to a total sur- 
render of the public lands. It was true we had 
granted land bounties for the soldiers of the Revo- 
lution and those who had served in the last war; 
but there was this wide distinction between those 
bounties and those in the bill—the former warrants 
were all to be satisfied out of a designated tract; 
the lands lay in a body, within certain prescribed 
metes and bounds; the revolutionary land war- 
rants were to be located on a particular tract in the 
State of Ohio, while those of the last war lay in 
the States of Missouri, Mississippi, and Arkansas, 
within certain limits in each of those States laid 
down and specified in the law. But in this case, 
there was no such specification; the warrants were 


to be receivable in all the land offices of the Union; | 


and it required nu prophet to perceive that if each 
of these offices was not converted into a broker’s 
shop, there would speedily be found such a shop 
not fur from the door where these warrants would 
be bought up. The purchaser was required by 
law to pay for his lands in gold and silver. He 
came with §200 in hard cash to enter a farm 
for himself and his sons, but he would be very 
soon tipped on the elbow by a man who would 
offer him a warrant that would get him the same 
amount of land for $180, or possibly for $160, and 
the broker who made this offer would at the same 
time pocket probably $120 by the operation. That 
was the way this thing would go. A gentleman 
near him said it was going so now in regard to 
warrants issued for the present war. This result 
had been foretold at the time the law was passed, 
but the law was all for the benefit of “ the poor 
soldier.’’ A gentleman from Tennessee assured 
him that the grants under this amendment would 
amount to fifty-one millions of acres. 


Mr. McCLERNAND here interposed, and (the 


_ THE 











to observe, that the gentleman who made that 
statement was mistaken. Mr. McC. held in his 
hand an official report, which gave the total num- 
ber of the militia who served during the last war. 
They were given by classes; and the total number 
amounted to 69,897; and the land, at this estimate, 
would amount but to 6,138,000. He felt confident 
that this estimate was very nearly correct. 

Mr. EMBREE said, that if the amendment 
should become a law, only one-fiftieth part of the 
public lands now surveyed would go to the sol- 
diers for whom these bounties were proposed. 

Mr. VINTON, resuming, said it was perfectly 
immaterial to him which statement was right. 
Begin once to grant bounties on the principle of 
this amendment, and you could not stop short of 
every man who had served in the Revolution, and 
in the last war with Great Britain, and in the Black 
Hawk war, and even those who had served upon 
the ocean. Adopt the principle, and there was an 
end of this branch of the revenue. 

But further: could Congress adopt the proposed 
measure without a violation of the national faith? 
When we made the late loan of twenty-three mil- 
lions, the Government pledged to the public credi- 
tor these very lands as his security. He knew 
thatit had been said by the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, (Mr. McC.Lernanp, | that in this he was mis- 
taken; that the pledge made by the Government 
covered only the actual sales of the public lands. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. Under the ordinary ad- | 


ministration of our land system, 
Mr. VINTON. Yes: under the ordinary ad- 
ministrauon of our land system. But what was 


| this ordinary administration? The United States 
_ had forty land offices for the sale of its lands under 
| certain provisions of law, perfectly well Known and 


understood. It said to the creditor who loaned 
his money, ** Here is our land system, as estab- 
lished by law and administered under it; you shall 
have the result for your security.’’ These land 
sales had heretofore brought us one hundred and 
twenty millions of dollars. Now, if this were a 
private transaction between two citizens, and one 
had loaned his money to the other on this under- 


| standing, and the borrower should, after that, 


make such a disposition of his lands as to puta 
stop to the sale of them, what would a chancellor 
say tothe transaction? If, after borrowing money 
on such pledges, the Government entered into a 
new arrangement of its public domain, such as 


| should put an end to the operation of its former 


land system, or suspended that operation, would it 
not be a palpable violation of our engagement? 
And now, he would ask, was the existing state 
of the country such that we could spare this branch 
of the revenue? That was the question which pre- 


| sented itself; for if this scheme went into eflect, 


| that source of revenue must be dried up. 


floor being yielded him for explanation) went on |: 


Could 
we dispense with it?) We were in the midst of an 
expensive war. 
we should not get peace, then the war must go on 
at the rate of some sixty millionsa year. To meet 
this, we must take up loans to the amount of thirty 
or forty millions per annum. But suppose we 
should get peace, then we should have to settle up 
the expenses of the whole contest, and see how we 
stood, and where we found ourselves. If we had 
to bring home the army and pay Mexico twenty 
millions for New Mexico and California, we should 
have on our hands a public debt of one hundred 
and twenty millions, drawing an interest of six or 
seven millions. Besides, our treaty guarantees 
would require an increase of our standing army to 
protect the Mexicans. Besides, we should then 
have an extension of our territory, and more of it 
to guard, so that there could be no hope of ever 
getung back to our former peace establishment. 

A gentleman from South Carolina of great 
knowledge and experience on all military subjects, 
who was a member of the Committee on Military 
Aifairs in the Senate, had given it as his opinion 
that it would be impossible to reduce our standing 
army below twenty thousand men. He (Mr. V.) 


_ did not pretend to have any very accurate acquaint- 


ance with those subjects, but he gave the opinion 
of one who had. 

On the whole case, he came to the conclusion, 
that if we would meet the increased expense of 
the Government and pay the interest of the public 
debt, we must calculate on providing some thirty- 
five millions annually; it could not certainly be 
done under thirty. But we must do,more than 
this; we must do what our fathers did—we must 
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lars per annum. Should we get out of this ws 


May 8, 


raise a sinking fund of five or ten millions of dol. 


- 
to-day, we could not get on with less than fo; 


millions a year. q 
Now, what had we got to stand against this? If 


| we should throw away a fund worth a thousand 


millions of dollars, what had we to fall back Upon? 
The customs, and nothing but the customs, "Did 
any gentleman dream of getting along upon these: 
If there was any gentleman in the House who ey. 
pected it, all he could say was, that he was a gep. 
tleman of large powers of faith. - 
In the very nature of things, as the country filleg 
up with settlements and population, the revenye 
from the customs would fail to increase in the same 
proportion. Our revenue for this year had bee, 
estimated at thirty-one millions; but was it poss). 


| ble that it would keep up to that amount another 


/an imperious necessity of buying. 


| 


ei 


of the country? 


| this did not alter the case. 
| foreigners had against us, and which must here- 


year? What were we sending abroad at this tinge 
which could pay for these vast importations of for. 
eign goods? Why, we had already discovered 
that ** free trade’? would not sell anything abroad 
except what those who lived abroad were under 
What were 
we now sending abroad, or what had we, for the 
last six months, beyond the ordinary exportation 
Nothing. And if we were re. 
ceiving a revenue of thirty-one millions of dollars 
duties upon imports, when we considered the very 
limited amount of exports going abroad, it was 
impossible but that a very large debt must accu- 
mulate against the country for the present year, 
which must be paid by the exports of future years, 
It might be that money would be sent in from 
abroad for the purpose of taking our stocks; but 
It was a debt which 


after be paid in principal and interest. The stocks 


| to be issued under the bill of the present session 
| might possibly, to some extent, go abroad for these 


importations; but that was a process which must 
be very shortly ended with the war. No princi- 


| ple in ‘political economy was better settled than 
| that the ability of any country to import was lim. 


| ited by the amount of its exports. 
_ could import beyond its exports. 


No country 
The one must 


| pay for the other. And if we were over-importing 


curtailing, limiting the imports. 


now, asa matter of course, we must pay by the 
exports of future years; or, in other words, by 
There was the 


_ check: that whenever any country for any consid- 


| 
| 

| 

| 

| 


erable time continued to keep its imports above its 
exports, it destroyed their credit. Now, when we 


' considered our condition, uncertain whether we 


should get peace, and if we did, in view of the 
large demands for money which must come upon 
the treasury for years to come, he asked this com- 
mittee, were they prepared to pass a measure which, 


_in its present shape, must inevitably dry up that 


| 
| 
| 


| there was no 


= ; nN branch of our revenues? 
True, we hope for peace; but if | 


There were other views of the subject which he 
considered of no little importance, but the great 
question was as to the ability of the country, as 
to whether it could possibly afford to spare this 


| branch of the public revenue? This was the lead- 


ing objection. We were under no obligation to 
make this appropriation. As he had already said, 
entleman who would more cheer- 
fully vote anything for those who had hazarded 


| their lives and given up their service to the coun- 


try; but there must be a limit to such legislation 


in the action of those who had gone before us 


thirty, forty, sixty years; for one portion of the 


| proposition was to go back to services sixty years 


ago, and the rest of it to thirty years, since which 


| a whole generation had gone by. There must be 


/an end to this thing somewhere; we must have a 


public policy which would an end to that sort 
of legislation, and by which it would be under- 


stood that what each generation does for itself, as 


it goes along, with regard to the contracts it makes 
for the public service, ends and closes up the mat- 
ter. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, after some pre- 


liminary remarks, in which he gave notice he in- 


| 


il 


tended to occupy the floor but a few moments, said 
he was in favor of the main features of the bill and 
the amendment. He favored it from the great con- 
sideration that those who performed military set 
vices for the country were as eminently entitled to 
be compensated for those services as those who 

rformed any other service; and that the miserable 
[ictle-pittenes which the Government doled out to 
the soldier who fought our battles was no adequate 
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compensation for the loss of his time, for the priva- 
tions, toils, dangers, he undergoes. Independent of 
his patriousm, the pittance of seven dollars a month 
was no compensation to him. Like his colleague, 
who had explained his views, [Mr. THompson, | he 
ghould be unwilling to vote a larger sum in money, 
because the Government might not always have 
the cash to pay. He did not wish to bankrupt our 
exchequer; he did not wish to run our Government 
jn debt beyond its ability to pay; but when the Gov- 
ernment was rich—rich in the possession of public | 
jands—lands won, defended, by the valor of our | 
troops, he asked whether we could not, without a | 
reat stretch of liberality on the part of this Gov- | 
ernment, give a small portion to those to whom 
we were indebted for the whole? 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] had 
assumed a most extraordinary position: he said 
we gave no bounty lands to the militia in the Rev- 
olution, and therefore he argued against the propo- 
sition to grant lands under this amendment. He 
(Mr. B.) cared not whether they were militiamen 
or regulars; the one was as much entitled to com- | 
vensation as the other, if he fought the battles of | 
the country; they were alike American citizens, | 
and alike entitled to the bounties of the Govern- | 
ment. 

But the gentleman asked, if you pass this bill, | 
why not go back to the Revolution, and grant | 
bounty lands to all the non-commissioned officers, | 
musicians, and privates, who served then? His | 
colleague [Mr. TuHompson] had answered, that the | 
revolutionary soldiers received pensions. Butan- || 
other answer, still more cogent, occurred to his | 
mind. There was a vast difference in the ability |, 
and resources of this Government now and at that 
time: then it consisted of thirteen infant colonies, 
which had long been engaged in a war with the || 
most powerful nation on earth; now it was com- | 
posed of twenty-nine States, rich in all the resources |, 
which constituted the wealth of a nation—rich in 
the possession ef a vast public domain—rich in || 
the possession and receipt of revenues from other | 
sources. 

But, said the gentleman from Ohio, it will not 
do to grant these lands to the soldiers who have 
fought our battles, because, perchance, the specu- 
lators will buy them. It seemed to him that this | 
was a most extraordinary conclusion to be arrived | 
at by a gentleman of the eminence of the gentle- 
man from Ohio. Why, if a man owed another a 
debt, would he say he would not pay him because | 
he would squander away the money? We owed | 
the soldiers who had fought for the rights we now || 
enjoy a debt of gratitude, and should we refuse to | 
pay them bounty lands because somebody would 
cheat them out of them? The gentleman would 
kill the soldier with his kindness. It was no mat- 
ter to the Government what the soldier did with 
his lands. We might as well refuse to pay him || 
his seven dollars per month because some sutler 
would sell him shoes at five dollars a pair. Be- 
sides, had it never occurred that there might be 
guards and protections thrown around the soldier 
to protect him from sharpers? Such laws had |; 
been passed, and why might they not be again? || 

But, said the gentleman, these lands are pledged 
for the redemptjon of the war debt. This pledge || 
was security for the punctual payment of the in- 








ree 


| of that frankness. 


He referred to a computation he had made from 
the public records—which he believed would be 
found correct in the main—from which it appeared 
that 93,872,000 acres of public lands have been 
sold, and yielded to the treasury $130,000,000: the 
cost of the 93,872,000 acres, at 23 cents an acre, 
was $21,390,000. The whole number of acres sold 
and unsold, and now in the market, was 333,000,000 
acres—the whole cost of which, at 23 cents an acre, 
was about $77,000,000; and for that part which was 
sold, having received $130,000,000, the land opera- 
tions of the Government had proved a source of 
revenue to the Government of some $53,000,000. 

lor himself he was free to declare, he never had, 
he did not now desire to see this Government re- | 
solved into a mere Jand-jobbing machine. If she 
received back what the land had cost her, he thought 
she was amply compensated. So far as he was 
concerned, he did not desire anything more, but | 
thought the Government should rely on other 
sources of revenue for support, and ought to take 
especial care that every citizen who desired, and 
especially every citizen who has fought her battles 
in the hours of her trial and difficulty, should be 
provided with a home. 

He concluded by briefly explaining the follow- 
ing amendments, which he intended to offer when 
in order: 


insert after the words “ eighty acres of land,”’ in line ——, 
“and any such non-cominissioned officer, musician, and pri- 
vate of any company of volunteers or militia, Who actually 


|| served three months in said Indian war, or the war with Great 


Britain, shall be entitled to receive forty acres of land.”’ 
That the benefits of the 9th section of the above recited 

act be extended first to the unmarried sisters, and after them 

to the infant brothers under sixteen years of age, of all de- 


| ceased officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 


privates, in the same manner and to the same extent that 
the benefits of said 9th section are now extended to widows, 
children, fathers, and mothers of said officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates. 

That in addition to the bounty land allowed to volunteers 
by the actof Lith February, 1847, ‘to raise, for a limited time, 


| an additional military force, and for other purposes,’’ there 


shall be a further grant to each of said volunteers of forty 
acres for every three montis’ service after the first tweive 


| months. 


Mr. COLLAMER next obtained the floor. He 


| said he hardly knew whether, on a great question 


like this, he had occasion of regret or of congratu- 
lation upon the fact of so few members being in- 
duced to hear, and therefore so few to be present 
to make disturbance. It was a question rather 
equivocal, there being various considerations pro 
and con. No doubt those who wished to hear 


| would attend, and take the means of informing 


themselves; as to those whose minds were made 
up to the thing whether or no, it was very little 


| matter whether they heard or not; it might disturb 
| them. 


He was very little inclined to disguise a trans- 


| action, or to speak with any obliquity. They 


might as well avow their opinions and feelings 
boldly, as to discover a great deal of ingenuity, 
and perhaps some sinister motives, unbecoming 
the character of a gentleman, in endeavoring to 


| disguise them; therefore he was disposed to look 


every subject directly in the face, dealing with it 
with entire frankness, and asking a reciprocation 
It was never a matter of choice 
with him that he broke the quiet silence of this 


| House; but, as the Committee on Public Lands, 


terest; but if that debt, principal and interest, was || of which he was a member, had had this matter un- 


punctually redeemed when it fell due, of what mat- | 
ter was it to the public stockholder whether he was 
paid out of the land revenues or revenues from other 


der their consideration, he felt it his duty to speak 
of it somewhat at large. 


There were in the contemplation of gentlemen, 





sources?) And where was the man, either in this | 
House or out of it, who believed that this Govern- 
ment was going to allow its credit to suffer by not 





various projects standing directly behind this, by 
| which, if this could not be carried alone, it was 
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| intended to be aided; and gentlemen who enter- 
| tained very different views—though they might 
not be aware of it—were uniting their efforts. He 


meeting the demands against it as they fell due? 
But the gentleman from Ohio remarked, also, 


that this Government would fall into discredit, and || thought a considerable body, upon different sides 


had ventured the prediction that the $31,000,000 || of this House, composed of very different mate- 
customs of this year would not be received the |! rials, and actuated by very different reasons, were 


next year. But the gentleman, he thought, had 
Jost his reputation for prophecy, for only some four 
short months since, at the opening of the session, 
he had predicted that the actual receipts for the 
year would fall some eight or ten millions short of 
the estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury— | 
$31,000,000. We had facts which demonstrated || 
the correctness of the Secretary, for there had al- | 
ready been received $28,000,000, and two of the | 
twelve months had not yet expired. The gentle- || 
man had proved himself not a prophet, and he must | 
excuse him (Mr. B.) if he did not rely on his predic- || 
tions hereafter. 


| 
| 
} 
| 





| 





laboring towards the same point, and that point 
was, to get rid of the public lands. That was the 
purpose. Some were frank enough to own it; 
others partially owned it; others disguised it even 
to themselves; and yet this was the common result 
at which they were aiming. Some were for dis- 
pensing wholly with dealings in the land and with 
revenue from it, under the impression that the 
lands would thereby become cheaper, and be set- 
tled more rapidly in their neighborhoods; he 
charged them with nothing dishonorable. Another 
said: ‘As to the public land system, I think ita 
sort of land-jobbing business on the part of the 
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Government, and had better be got rid of any 
way.’’ Another said he thought it was the tend- 
ency of our present system to accumulate large 
quantities in particular hands, and thereby intro- 
duce the system of landlord and tenant in our 
country, which would be a disgrace to our instite- 
tions; and he was in favor of breaking it up for 
this reason. The reason ef another class was, 
unless they could get the prices reduced to mere 
nothing, extremely poor people could never settle 
the lands; they were desirous of aiding them to 
settle, and if they could succeed, they would throw 
our public domain open. That was their motive. 

But another considerable class, including, he 
apprehended, a larger part of this House than 
would at first be supposed, said that you never can 
have in a government like ours a large quantity of 
money on hand at the disposal of the government 
but itis always becoming a corruption fund. It 
will be at the disposal of Executive power and 
patronage. It will always be used, therefore, as 
a means of corruption, for it will stick in the hands 
of those who have the keeping of it. They con- 
tended that the same principle, to a comparatively 
limited extent, applied to the public lands. How? 
Why, because it would be considered that the 
party or candidate who would hold out the largest 
promises of bribery, by giving away the public 
lands when they came into power, would be most 
likely to secure their elevation. He might as well 
tell the truth. Many and many a man sat in that 
House who said, “1 am disposed to believe the 
lands have been used in this way, under the idea 
that the larger the promises gentlemen can hold 
out to their States and their people, the better their 
chance for election; and because the possession of 
our public lands has this tendency to corruption, I 

/am for getting rid of them altogether. fam for 

| any system which will get them out of the hands 
of the Government. I do not care where they go, 
let them go.”’ 

Another motive, which might as well be told 
while he was about it. There were some men in 

| this nation who said, if we could get rid of this 

| $2,000,000 or $3,000,000 income from the public 
lands we would have a protective tariff; and we will 

/vote them away for that reason, and the quicker 
we get rid of them the better. 

These were some few of the many motives which 
operated on the minds of different gentlemen in 
voting for these various propositions. ‘There were 
many more rather more sinister, which perhaps 
might have weight; but it might be unbecoming a 
gentleman even to suggest that they could be en- 
tertained by anybody. Now, to a man conscious 
of this state of things, it must occur to the minds 
of gentlemen that it could not be a very agreeable 
position to be placed at the head of a committee 
which was charged with the taking care of these 
lands, when he knew that, to some extent at least, 
these various motives were operating upon differ- 
ent parts of this Elouse, all tending to the same 
result—that was to thwart him in the very busi- 
ness about which they had been set about by the 

| House. They had set the committee at the busi- 
ness of taking a proper charge, a prudential over- 
| sight of this department; and the motives, inten- 
tions, and feelings of the men who had set them 
about it being to thwart them if they could, it was 
rather a thankless part. But no matter, the duty 
must be discharged. Until it was succeeded in 
|| squandering away the land, they should take the 

| best care of it they could. 

| Now, what was this bill? It was a bill, he 
granted, reported from the Committee on Public 
Lands. What was it? It was time for them to 
recur to what it was. Why, it was nothing more 
or less than this: Government had made a contract 
by which it had agreed that the soldiers of the 

| Mexican war, who had served out their periods 
faithfully, or were discharged honorably, should 

| have one hundred and sixty acres of land. Well, 
some of them had happened to conduct themselves 

| so well that they were promoted, received commis- 
sions—the officers of some of the companies had 

| died or were killed, and they were elected to com- 
|| mand and received their commissions—and behold ! 
|| somehow or other, (he did not blame anybody,) 
| th@department here had decided that promotion 
was not an honorable discharge. He said promo- 

' tion from the line to be an officer and to a commis- 
| sion under the Government was an honorable 
'| discharge to the soldier. He ought to have re- 
i) ceived his bounty lands. But the department had 
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decided the reverse, and the committee had report 
ed thie bill that he should have his lands. He did 
not know that anybody Over ted to it. Sut what 
had been done? Why, these men who were en- 
titled, as all admitted, to their lands, were to be 
oversiaughed by these propositions to carry back 
this same provision to the soldiers of the last war, 
of the Seminole and Black Hawk wars, of ali the 
ware under Generals Wayne, Harmar, St. Clair, 
and it ought to have included those of the Rev- 
He asked, what on earth had this to do 
with the bill? Hlad it any relationship with it? 
None in the world. And why were these poor 
soldiers to be trod upon, rode over rough-shod with 
measures which had nothing to do with them? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposed, 
and inquired if the gentleman imputed that his 
(Mr. ‘P.'s) object in moving the amendment was 
to destroy the bill? If the gentleman meantto in- 
dicate that he was not sincerely desirous to pass 
the bill he was certainly mistaken. 

Mr. COLLAMER bad said nothing about the 
gentieman’s motion, ble had said that would be 
the effect. Whether gentlemen intended what 
would be the eflect, was another matter. He did 
not mtend Lo impute to the gentleman from Missis- 
sippy, orany other gentieman, bad motives; but, in 
due time, when a vote was asked, he should insist 
upon it that all these proposilions were not ger- 
mane to the bill, and were out of order. They 
should be presented Ly bills coming from comm:t- 
tees having the matter in charge. There wasa 
bill now upon the table, he believed, in relation to 
these Wayne wars, which had been committed to 
a committee, at the head of which was the gente- 
man from Kentucky. Let each proposition be 
discussed, as it should be,on its own merits. But, 
inasmuch as they had been introduced and dis- 
cussed, he wished to give his views. 

In the first place, he thought gentlemen mistook 
the effect of the law of the last session authorizing 
the $23,000,000 loan. By that law the sales of the 
public lands were pledged not merely to the pay- 
ment of the interest of the loan. Gentlemen seemed 
to suppose because this Government was good, 
because it would finally redeem that loan, therefore 
itmight disregard the pledges contained in that 
bill. Hle wished to call the attention of gentlemen 
who had any regard for the public faith to the very 
condition expressed in that act. Now it was not 
enough that this Government was good, and would 
finally pay up that loan, principal and interest. 
The etlect of that provision of the act was not 
merely thata man when he subscribed for that loan 
should not distrust the Government, but it was 
very important for every man who subscribed that 
the stock should continue good in the market during 
the twentv years, so that whenever his circum- 
stances should require him to realize his money 
he could sell his stock inthe market any day. He 
would refresh the recollecuon of gentlemen by 
reading the section: 


olution. 


* Sec. 10. and be it further enacted, ‘That for the payment 
of the stock Which may be ereated under the provisions ot 
this act, te sales of the public lauds are hereby pledged; 
and itis hereby made the duty of the Secretary of the Treas 
ury to use and apply all moneys which may be received into 
the treasury for the sales of the public lands, after the Ist day 
ot January, lo4s, first, to pay the interest on all stocks Issued 
by virtue of thus act; and, secondly, to use the balance ot 
said receipts, after paying the mterest aforesaid, in the pur- 
chase of said stoeks at their market value, provided no more 
than par shall be paid for said stocks.” 

Now suppose that $3,000,000 was received an- 
nually from the sales of the lands; it would take 
only about one million to pay the interest, and then 
under this section the remaining $2,000,000 were 
required to be put by—for what? ‘lo pay the prin- 
cipal; whenever the stock could be bought in the 
market at par, that money was to be taken and the 
stock was to be bought. Now, did not every man 
see that the stock could not go below par in the 
market while the Government kept this fund ? 

‘That was the true character of the pledge; and 
the position of the gentleman from Mississippi, 
that the Government would be good enough to pay 
it finally, would not do; the promise was a distinct 
promise from this—it was that at all umes while 
any of this fund remained after paying the interest, 
this stock should be kept at par in the market. 
Now, what was implied in that pledge?) Why, 
that the Government would not intentionally do 
anything to essentially diminish the sales of the 
public lands. He did not consider that ut would 
prevent making a donation of lands to a college or 
other institution of learning, of alternate sections to 
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railroads through the public lands, or to any ordi- 
nary purposes of legislation; but they were clearly 
not at liberty, they had solemnly bound the faith 
of this Government not to entertain such a pro- 
posiuon—a proposition which would essentally 
diminish the revenue from the public lands. How, 
then, could any man, having any regard for the 
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public faith, vote for propositions of this charac- | 


ter? It was an old and just maxim, that we should 
be just before we are generous; surely it would not 
be just thus to dry up for along series of years this 
source of revenue which we had expressly pledged 
to the public creditor to keep our stock at par. 


He referred to the frequent use of the term ** boun- | 
ty lands’’ as calculated to convey an erroneous | 


impression, and said that in no instance had this 
Government voted lands as a mere gratuity; but 
that these ** bounty lands’? were part of the pay- 
ment to the soldiers now serving in the war with 
Mexico, as much so as their money and clothing, 


stipulated before they entered the service, except | 
in the case of a small proportion who had entered | 
the army before the law was passed, and who were | 
placed on the same footing as all the rest of the | 


army. 


In relation to the Indian wars under Wayne, | 


Harmar, St. Clair, and others, this subject of grants 
of Jand had been discussed and considered, from 
time to ume, by men who knew ail about it, thirty 
years ago, and been refused. And here he would 


remark to the gentleman from Mississippi, that we | 


had then more land in proportion to the number of 
our Inhabitants than we have now. 

With regard to the computation made by the 
gentleman trom Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] of the 
profits made by the Government from the sales of 
the lands over and above their cost, he said it should 
be remembered that we received a large proportion 
of them from Virginia, and when she gave her quit 
claim, it was on the express condition that their 
proceeds should go first to extinguish the debt of 
the Revoluuon. Now, that debt had been paid in 
money; but take every dollar we had ever received 
from the lands, and it would not pay more than 
two-thirds of thatdebt. Therefore, it was not true 
that we had such lands over and above their cost. 
We had no such lands. 

He referred genuemen to House document No. 
20, 2d session 24th Congress, for the real number 
of men who served in the last war, and who were 
covered by the amendment. The gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. McCuernanp] had estimated them 
at about 70,000. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said the whole number of 
troops, being six and twelve months, contemplated 
by the amendment of the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, (Mr. ‘Tuompson,] was 69,597, and the whole 
quantty of land to be granted as bounties to these 
troops, Was 6,138,520 acres. 

Mr. COLLAMER said that the official returns 


showed that the whole number of militia in the 


last war was 382,000, of non-commissioned offi- 


cers 57,000, and of officers 31,000, making 472,000 | 


in all; and these, in addition to 38,000 warrants 
which had been issued to the regular army of that 
war for bounty lands. 

But where was the propriety of the gentleman 
from Mississippi stopping with the six months’ 
men? Were not those who had served three 
months, for instance, equally deserving? And 
how did the gentleman draw the line of distinc- 
tion? But why stop here? He had no doubt that 
the men who went from Kentucky, Tennessee, and 
from other States, with General Jackson, to New 
Orleans, served six months, and yet they had not 
been paid at all. Those who were at the * Bla- 


densburg races,’’ too, were out perhaps for six | 


months. How that.was, he knew not, nor had he 
any means of knowing. But this he knew, that 
many of those who were out, for whom provision 
was to be made, were in garrisons, holding them 
in the absence of the troops in active service. 
Those men doing garrison duty enjoyed easy times. 
Such were the six months’ men. He had some 
lutle knowledge on the subject, for he was among 
them, though of those who were a few days short 
of six months’ service, so of course they would 
get nothing. 

He repeated, there was no propriety in giving 
these bounties as proposed, and shutting out the 
soldiers of the war of the Revolution. Such a 
disuncuon could not be justified to his satisfaction. 
For seven years that war went on, and when the 
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don, they were 4 to be draughted 
y had 


month of the year. ut oh, he was told, the 
had pensions. Thishe denied. The first pensi 
law was passed in 1832 granting pensions to mi 7 
men, and then only to such as were at that tins 
living. From fifty to sixty years passed over roe 
the time the service was rendered to the 
of that law, and thousands of them had 
the grave without having received any 
This distinction, then, assumed the shape 
injustice. 

But again: had they ever given a dollar to thp 
seamen and marines who fought the battles of the 
country on the ocean and on the lakes? Tiyos, 
men had met the enemy on the element on which 
he had assumed to reign; they had bearded the 
lion in his den. And why, then, should not they 
be included? There was also the Seminole War in 
Florida, and even the Creek war. This bill could 
not be made acceptable to him unless the soldiers 
of those wars were included. If this amendmey: 
was to pass, he presumed it would be 30 modified 
as to meet these cases. 

But there was another point to which he wished 
to call the attention of gentlemen for a few mo- 
ments. It was impossible to disguise the fact, thyt 
if this bill, with the proposed amendments, should 
pass, it would destroy the income from the public 
lands for many years. With these warrants jn 
the market, they could not sell the public lands, 
He knew the warrants of the soldiers of the Mex. 
ican war were kept up because they had the alter- 
native of taking scrip for $100; and therefore below 
that amount the warrants would not fall. Bur 
what would be the fact if this proposition should 
be passed? Why, they would be thrown into the 
market at a time when fifty thousand were already 
issued, and fifty thousand more were to be issued, 
Why, as soon as these men came home from 
Mexico and found these warrants in the market, 
they would fall back upon the alternative and take 
Government scrip. Every man, instead of taking 
his warrant, would take his $100 serip. And how 
much would it amount to? Why, to $5,000,000. 
It was a simple question of mathematics. Thiese 
Mexican soldiers would not take land warrants, 
for with these additional warrants in the market, 
they would not be able to sell them; they would 
prefer the scrip, and thus $5,000,000 would be 
added to the public debt, which would be increased 
by that amount. Now, did gentlemen desire that? 
Some gentlemen might, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing a higher tariff; but to such gendemen he would 
say, “take care that you do not get direct taxes.” 
What was the income of the public land? We 
had been receiving about three millions per annum. 
For the next year, Mr. Walker anticipated the re- 
ceipt of three millions and a half. He calculated 
that sum, which he based on the preémption righis, 
and he may realize it. Already more had been 
received than the proportion of three millions for 
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, the same period; but if these warrants were issued, 


should they ever be able to get back the public 
lands to pay Virginia and other States the debt 
contracted in the Revolution? 

He knew there were gentlemen here who were 
tenacious of that revenue; there were some who 
desired free trade, and others who called for inter- 
nal improvements; and to such gentlemen he would 
say, beware how you cut off this revenue of three 
millions of dollars; do not say that a man from 
New England stood here and encouraged you to 
get rid of that revenue; do not charge it on me. 
Remember you have been told of it to-day plain- 
ly and fairly. He knew not but gentlemen might 
think that as much capital could be made inthe 
approaching election by this as they might lose by 
the final result; but they had better beware. If ad- 
vantage were to be gained by it, he should not resort 
to such contrivances for any sinister advantages 
that might accrue to him. If this bill should be 
passed in its present shape, the revenue from the 
public lands would be cut off, and a Jarge amount 
would be added to the public debt, and this he was 
not willing to sanction for any temporary personal 
advantage. Of the consequences of such legisla- 
tion gentlemen could judge as well as he could, if 
they would but take the trouble to think. “ 

As he had yet a few minutes remaining of his 
allotted time, he would call the attention of gentle- 
men a little more at large to a question to which ue 
had already briefly referred. He had said that 
there were men who were willing to destroy the 


British eame to Horse Neck and burnt New Lon- || income from the public lands for the motives which 
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had suggested. They said they wanted to get 
"of this source of public revenue, and they did 
r care how, for these lands were used as capital 
nerewith to operate in choosing Presidents. Gen- 
ney Who were actuated by motives of that kind 
wre those Who were ordinarily of a conservative 
saracter. But gentlemen who had any regard for 
‘nor and honesty would consider how these lands 
me into our hands, and for what purposes we 
said them. We were not without light on this sub- 
wot if we desired it, even from the Supreme Court 
“rthe United States. The question had been before 
‘iat court, and it had been decided that Congress 
were merely trustees of the public lands, and were 
und to administer the trust fairly for the benefit 
of the estate, as though it were a private estate. 
Could aman who was a trustee for a private estate 
cay he would not keep the property vested in him 
as trustee because he feared it would corrupt him? 
What if a trustee should say, ‘* with this property 
in my hand I cannot act with integrity; I shall be 
empied to steal it; I will therefore throw it away !”” 
Was that an honest discharge of a trust?) He did 
pot know how it struck other members, but he, 
with old-fashioned notions of the duty of a trustee, 
with respect to property that came into his hands, 
could not reconcile it with his idea of common 
honesty. So he would say of this mode of getting 
rd of our trust property, Itwasnothonest. He | 
knew they might invest it for the benefit of the 
estate in ten thousand ways. He did not say they | 
were bound to hold money, and not expend it for 
the benefit of the estate, or build colleges or insti- 
tutions for the benefit of the people to whom it be- | 
ionved. He said nothing against that. But he 
could not agree with those gentlemen who alleged 
that this Was a corruption fund, and therefore that 
they must get rid of it. ‘That was the point to 
which he was calling the attention of the commit- 
wee, Gentlemen should bear in mind, too, that 
these public lands were pledged for debts contract- 
ed by the Government; the public faith, therefore, 
required that they should be husbanded with care, 
and the price kept up in the market. If he bor- | 
rowed money, and pledged his horse as security 
for the payment, could he then say that he would 
dispose of that, as he was personally good enough 
for the debt?) He certainly had no right to sell 
his horse without the consent of the creditor who | 
ad advanced him money on the pledge of that 
horse as security. But that was not all. The 
public domain was set apart as a permanent fund, ° 
in which their children had an interest, and, there- 
fore, he believed that he was not at liberty to en- 
tertain these various projects, for every man must 
see that they will reduce the income from the pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, next rose; but there 
were but a few minutes remaining for discussion on 
this bill, the House having fixed two o’clock as the 
time at which debate should be stopped, and there- 
fore he said he should simply indicate an amend- 
ment which he should offer, if he had the oppor- 
tunity, when the proper time arrived. He should 
propose an amendment to repeal so much of the 
act, the title of which was recited in the bill before 
the committee, as provided that bounties of lands 
shall be located in one body, containing not less 
than one hundred and sixty acres, and then he | 
desired a provision to be made for the issuing of 
warrants for quantities containing not less than | 
forty acres, at the option of the holders, and in 
conformity to the legal subdivisions of the public | 
lands. But he would give the holder of such war- || 
rants the power to return them and to take war- | 
rants for the aggregate one hundred and sixty 
acres, limiting, however, these provisions to the 
soldiers and their heirs. He would also, if he could 
get the opportunity, seek to extend the provisions 
of this bill to the soldiers of the Creek and Semi- || 
ole Indian wars, and to those for whom no pro- | 
vision had been heretofore made by any act of 
Congress. Into the merits or demerits of the gen- 
eral measure before the committee he had not me || 
now to enter, but he would remark that he believed |, 
the amendments which he had intimated his desire 
to offer would be very beneficial in their tendency. 
The small pittance which the Government gave to 
those who risked their lives and all they held dear 
in defence of the honor and for the promotion of 
the glory of the country should be so given as to 
produce the greatest possible amount of good to 
therecipient. The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. 
Cottamer] had indulged in some complaint that |: 


remel 


' occasion to make some comments. 


none of these propositions met his own case. Now, 
he begged that gentleman’s attention to the amend- 
ments he had suggested, which would be found 
sufficient to embrace his case and remove his 
ground of complaint. He trusted, therefore, to 
have that gentleman’s aid on its passage. He would 
make provision for all men who have served their 
country, though their term of service might be less 
than twelve or even six months. He would in- 
clude the soldiers of the war of the Revolution, 
though more remote, with those of the Creek and 
Florida wars of more recent date; and, as soon as 
the national debt should have been paid, he would 
be willing to give to every man a home who was 
not able to buy one for himself. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, hoped he 
might be indulged in a single remark, as there was 
yeta minute remaining, simply in relation to the 
revenue from the public lands, on which the gen- 
tleman from Vermont [Mr. Cottamer] had taken 
‘The gentle- 
man from Vermont had said that this measure 
would destroy the revenue from the public lands; 
but what was their experience while twenty thou- 
sand warrants had been issued to the soldiers of 
the Mexican war? Why, the gentleman from 
Vermont, himself the chairman of the Committee 
on Public Lands, had admitted that the revenue 
from that source was going up. The fact was, 
that the more these bounties were given the more 
emigration there would be to that section of coun- 
try, and the value of the lands would be thereby 
enhanced. Thus, then, while they were doing acts 
of justice to the soldiers in the past wars, they were 
doing no injustice to the old States, but they were 
benefiting essentially thenew. He was not appre- 
hensive that the public faith would be affected by 
the passage of this act. Bounties had been grant- 
ed to the soldiers of the Mexican war, and nobody 
then thought the public faith was tarnished or in 
any way endangered. It never was intended that 


| the Government was to be restricted, as the gen- 


tleman from Virginia appeared to imagine; and he 
fully believed that they could apply the graduation 
principle to public lands and still increase the value 


_ of the public domain. 


The hour having arrived at which debate was 
to cease, the question was announced to be on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Mississippi, 
(Mr. Tompson. ] 

Mr. COLLAMER raised a question of order as 
to the relevancy of the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the objection 
came too late; and said if it had been made in time, 
he should have overruled it. 

Mr. LUMPKIN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting after the words ‘*Great Britain,”’ 
in the ninth and sixteenth lines, the words, ** and 


in the Jate war against the Seminole Indians in 


Florida.” 

Mr. CABELL also sent an amendment to the 
Chair of a similar character, which was, however, 
cut off by the amendment of the genteman from 
Georgia, (Mr. Lumpkin.] Mr. C. desired to give 
the privilege also of locating lands in lots of eighty 
acres, to those who had served less than twelve 
months, which the amendment of the gentleman 
from Georgia did not permit. 


Mr. LUMPKIN consented to modify his amend- | 


ment so as to meet the views of the gentleman from 
Florida. 
Mr. STEPHENS suggested a further amend- 


ment, so as to add the words ‘‘or the Creek In- | 


dians in Georgia and Alabama.”’ 


Mr. LUMPKIN accepted that amendment also. | 


Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved further to 


' amend, so as to add, ‘* or the campaign against the 


Sacs and Foxes, in 1832, commonly known as the | 


Black Hawk war.”’ 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose to a ques- 
tion of order. His point was, that after an amend- 
ment to an amendment, a further amendment was 
not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that it was compe- 
tent for the mover of the amendment to the amend- 
ment to accept them on their being suggested, 


though it was not in order to offer them as distinct 


propositions. 


he amendment of Mr. Lumpkin, as modified, 


was agreed to. 
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as to extend the provision to those who had served 
for three mouths. He also moved to strike out 
all of the last passage of the amendment of Mr. 
‘THompson. Agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, moved to amend, by 
inserting after the words ‘** Greenville, 1795,"" in 
Mr. Jacos THompson’s amendment, the words, 
** and to the volunteers or militiamen of the ranging 
service, who defended our frontiers against the In- 
dians from 1794 down to the close of the late war 
with Great Britain.” 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, said he had no desire 
to figure in this debate, or in any of the debates 
which were continually arising within this ball; 
but, like his honorable friend from Mississippi, 
(Mr. Brown,] when a measure came up in which 
his constituents were deeply interested, he felt 
bound to say a few words. He had struggled to 
obtain the floor, to speak at length on the bill, but 
was unsuccessful; and, having but a few minutes 
to speak, he could not say all he had desired on the 
bill and amendments. While he was in favor of 
the amendment of the honorable gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Tuompson,}] he doubted very 
much the propriety of attaching it to the bill under 
consideration; but, inasmuch as it had been offered, 
he could not, in justice to the early settlers of the 
State from which he came, refrain from offering 
the amendment which he had sent to the Chair, 
and which had just been read. No class of men 
had ever served their country more devotedly, or 
encountered nvore perils and hardships in its de- 
fence, than the bold and hardy pioneers who en- 
tered the ranging service and defended our western 
fronuers against the savage foe. He was sorry to 
see so little apparent sympathy in the committee 
for these gallant men, or their descendants. He 
could, if time were allowed him, recount hardships 
and privations endured by these patriotic defenders 
of eur frontiers, and deeds of savage cruelty and 
barbarity perpetrated by the Indians upon the 
women and children within his own district, that 
would thrill with horror through the veins of gen- 
tlemen, and stir up their sympathies in behalf of 
these men. He could relate the fact of the father 
leaving his little family in the morning, in the full 
enjoyment of health, and as he supposed in safety, 
and, on his return home at night, finding the man- 
gled bodies of his wife and children, who had, in 
his absence, been butchered by the Indians. He 
had made his amendment with a view to cover all 
the cases from 1795 down to the close of the late 
war with Great Britain; and it was but a simple 
act of justice that it should pass. 

The amendment was adopted, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired to 
withdraw his amendment, He said amendments 
were made and were being offered which were not 
acceptable to him,and he therefore desired to with- 
draw the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN replied, that the amendment 
was not now under the control of the gentleman 
from Mississippi. 

The amendment of Mr. Smiru, of Illinois, was 
then agreed to. 

The question again being on Mr. Tuompson’s 


| amended amendment— 


Mr. HAMMONS moved to insert after the words 
‘* Great Britain,’’ in the tenth line, the words, ‘‘or 
in the Aroostook war for the period of thirty days.”’ 
In supporting his amendment, Mr. H. observed 


| that the people of Maine had shown themselves 


' one-third of her territory. 


| rights. 


, had fought in the woods, had been kidnapped and 


The question then recurring on the amendment | 


of Mr. Tuompson, as amended— 


} 
i} 


as patriotic as any of those whose services it was 
proposed to reward with land bounties. When 
their territory was threatened with invasion by the 


| British, they shouldered their muskets, and were 


ready to meet the enemy, and to vindicate the sov- 
ereignty of the State over her entire territory. 


| Another reason was, that the State of Maine had 


been robbed by the Ashburton treaty of nearly 
If the soldiers who 
had been engaged ‘n the Aroostook war should 
receive the bounty proposed in his amendment, 
Maine would be in some degree restored to her 
These men had seen hard service; they 


imprisoned by the enemy, and were in all respecis 


| aS meritorious as any whom it was proposed by 


this bill to remunerate. 


The question being put, the amendment was 
agreed to. 


Mr. VENABLE offered the following amend- 


Mr. STEPHENS further moved to amend, by || ment to the amendment: “Also those who served 
striking out ‘‘ twelve,” and inserting ‘‘ three,’’ so |) thirty days in the anti-rent war against Big Thun- 
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der, and those who served thirty days in the Mor- 
mon war, or in the Dorr war, or in the whiskey ex- 
pedition in Pennsylvania, or in the buckshot war.’’ 

Mr. MeCLERNAND order. rhe 
amendment of the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. Venasre) was out of order, as it referred by 
name to a war which had no historic or other ex- 
istenc e. 

The CHAIR sustained the objection, and ruled 
the amendment of Mr. VenaBve out of order. 

A member proposed an amendment to extend 
the provisions of the bill to those who had served 
in the Southampton insurrection in Virgima. It 
was agreed to, as the reporter believes. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved the 
following amendment to Mr. THompson’s amend- 
ment: 

Provided, That all the provisions of this act shall extend 
to and soclude all those who served as volunteers or militia 
in the war of the Revolution, and their heirs, not including 
those for whose services pension has been granted; and the 
sume shall also extend to and include all who served the 
Jength of time therein stated as petty officers, seamen, and 
marines in the navy of the United States during the last war 
with Great Britain. 


rose to 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DUER moved to amend Mr. Tuompson’s 
amendment, as follows : 

Strike out all after “the same are hereby,” 4th line, and 
invert: “extended to every inhabitant of the United States 
above the ave of twenty-one years, being in indigent cireum- 
stances, or having a family dependent upon his or her labor 
for their support, who now is or who hereafter may become 
a citizen of the United tates.” 

He said thatif Congress was about to make a 
division of the public domain, he was for having 
an equal division. He wanted to give all a share. 
He could not see why those only who had fought 
for the country were to be sharers in the common 
spoil. There were other claims as well as those for 
military service. Let the division be something 
like equal, 

He approved of the’principle of making a do- 
nation of small portions of the public domain to 
actual settlers, under certain restrictions, and on 
certain prudent and necessary conditions; but if 
Congress was going to enter on these large grants, 
he hoped his amendment would be adopted. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The question again being on Mr Tuompson’s 
amendment as amended— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, sent to the Chair 
as a substitute, to be offered at the proper time, the 
draft of a bill, which was read for information, 
and will be found below. 


Mr. GREEN proposed to insert an amendment | 


to grant the bounty to all who had desired to slay 
a Mexican. [A laugh.] 

Mr. TOMPKINS feared that what the commit- 
tee were doing would look rather bad upon paper. 
He would therefore move that the committee rise. 

The motion was rejected by an overwhelming 
majority. 

A member from New York moved to include all 
who had been engaged in the Dorr insurrection. 

It was ruled out of order. 

Mr. EDWARDS proposed to add, * particular- 
ly the man who had admitted Santa Anna into 
Mexico.”’ [ A laugh.] 

lt was ruled out of order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, offered an amend- 
ment extending the provisions of the bill to all 
who had served in the Revolution from the Ist of 
January, 1775. 

He supported his amendment by observing, 
that it was his desire to go back to those noble- 
hearted men who had commenced the great fight 
for our national liberty—men who fought upon 
their own hook. He would give one hundred and 
sixty acres of the public lands to every one of 
them who had served the cause of America against 
Great Britain, either in the military, naval, or 
marine service. This amendment was rejected. 

Another mouon was here made, that the com- 
mittee rise, but promptly negatived. 

Mr. DUNN offered an amendment not distinetly 


heard by the reporter, and of which he could ob- | 


tain no copy. 

The question now occurring on the original 
amendment to the bill which had been moved by 
Mr. Tuompson, of Mississippi, as amended by the 
adoption of the various amendments to it which 
had since been offered, the amendment was reject- 
ed; so all the previously adopted amendments fel! 
with it 


BI neater ssene 


Mr. WICK moved an additional section to the 1 Mr. TURNER moved that the committee 


bill, the object of which was to prevent any reduc- 
tion in the commutation allowed to volunteers who 
did not need the full amount allowed to regulars 
for clothing. He explained the nature of his 
amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS rose to order, and objected to 


this amendment as not germane to the bill, and | 


therefore prohibited as an amendment by the fifty- 
fifth rule of the House. ‘The sole object of the bill 
was, to rectify a false interpretation given at the 
Pension Office to the law granting bounty to our 
soldiers in the Mexican war, so as to secure the 
land bounty to soldiers who had been promoted from 
the ranks and received officers’ commissions for 
good conduct. The subject of this amendment was 
wholly foreign to that, and therefore not in order. 
The same objection, indeed, would apply to the 
whole of the amendments which had been proposed 
to the bill. He hoped the committee would rise 
and report the bill in its original form. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, thought his 
amendment was germane to the bill, because the 
bill itself extended the land bounty to those who 
would not otherwise receive it, and the amendment 
did no more. 

The CHAIR sustained Mr. Sternens’s objec- 


tion, and ruled Mr. Wick’s amendment out of | 


order. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved a substi- 


tute for the whole bill after the enacting clause, as | 


follows: 


That the benefits conferred by the ninth section of the 
act entitied “ An act to raise, for a limited time, an additional 
military force, and for oler purposes,’ approved February 
Ll, led7, be, and the same are hereby, extended and secured 
to all non-commissioned officers, musiciaus, and privates, 
who, during the war with Mexico, may have been, or may 
hercatter be, promoted to any company or staff ollice after 
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their arrival at the seat of war, aud after the original organi- | 


zauon of the company, corps, or regiment to which they 
respectively belonged. 
Sec. 2, Be it further enacted, That all non-commissioned 


othicers, musicians, and privates, Who may have been, or | 
may hereatter be, taken prisoners whilst in the line of | 


their duty in the war with Mexico, shall be entitled to and 
receive, Whether as infantry or mounted men, and whether 
their term of service shall expire or not, the same rate of 
pay, allowance, and commutation of subsistence during eap- 


livity that they were actually eutitied to receive at the time | 


of capture. 


He explained and briefly advocated his amend- | 


ment. He said it had received the approval of 


experienced men; it was simple, and covered the | 


whole ground. He hoped the committee would 
now go seriously to work and pass the bill. 


Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, proposed to Mr. | 


Jounson to modify his bill so as to restrict the first 
secuon to such privates as had been promoted from 
the ranks after the organization of the regiments to 
which they belonged. 


Mr. JOHNSON accepted this as a modification | 


of his substituted bill. 


Mr. JONES explained and advocated the amend- | 


ment, 


‘The question now recurring on the adoption of | 
Mr. Jounson’s substitute, as modified by him at | 


the suggestion of Mr. Jones— 


Mr. STEPHENS opposed the substitute, and | 


hoped the original bill would be adopted and re- 
ported, 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, wished to 


amend the original bill by the adoption of a substi- | 


tute. He hoped the gentleman from Arkansas 
{Mr. Jounson} would accept it in lieu of his own 
as an amendment. It was as follows: 


Be it further enacted, That in all cases where, by the laws 


now existing, the wile, children, or parent of any volunteer | 


oticer or soidier Who has died in the service during the pres 


ent war with Mexico, are entitied to bounty land, in the | 


event that such officer or soldier has died, or shall hereafter 
die in the service, having no wife, children, or parent, then 


the next of kin who, by the laws of the State where such | 
volunteer ollicer or soldier enli-ted, are heirs-at-law of such | 


decedent, or such person as said otlicer or soldier shall ap- 
point by will, shall be entitied to inherit and receive such 
interest in said bounty lands as they or any of them would 
be entitied to under the laws of the place of eulistment or 
by such devise. 


He remarked that the whole purpose of the ori- | 


ginal bill, as reported from the committee, was to 
supply a casus omissus in the former bounty-land 
bill. Now, there were three cases which that bill 
fuiled to provide for, and which it was the purpose 
of his substitute to cover. He hoped it would be 
accepted as a modification of the amendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Arkansas, 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, declined to ac- 


i) cept it, 


May 8, 





‘ : : ; ise: 
| but his motion was negatived without a count os 

The amendment of Mr. THompsoy to the orio; 
nal bill was ruled for the present out of order 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, offered the followine 
/amendment to the amendment of Mr. Jouysoy. 


Sec. —. And beit further enacted, That the land warrants 
for military services in the present war with Mexic; : 
in pursuance of the ninth section of the act of Pet 
1847, to raise for a limited time an additional milit 

| and for other purposes, may be located by the warrayte. 
his heirs-at-law, in forty or eighty-acre tracts, at any | H 
office in the United States, upon any of the public ae 
such district subject to private entry, or upon any Jand. . 
proved by the warrantee or his heirs-at law, or to w 
or his heirs may have secured a pre€mption right. 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, said: When the ji) 
reported by the honorable gentleman from +), 
Committee on Public Lands [Mr. Evans] os 
under consideration, he proposed an amend», 
which he deemed of the first importance to th. 
gallant men who went from the new States to fo), 
our battles in Mexico: it was, to permit them ty 
select their lands in forty or eighty-acre tracts, a; 

| they might consider most for their interest. Thi, 

| would enable them to secure a part of their bounty 
in timber land, and part in prairie. Without this 
the bounty which the Government intended 1, 
bestow on these patriotic men would fail of accom. 

| plishing the object designed "y the passage of the 
on making these grants. is amendment was 
cut off by a motion to refer. He therefore renewed 
it, and offered it as an additional section to the 
bill. It was so equitable and just in its provisions, 
that he did not see how any gentleman could op. 

| pose it. Aside from the benefits it would confer 
upon the gallant men who periled their lives in 
defence of the rights and honor of our country, 

/and shed a lustre upon the American name un- 
equalled in this or any former age, it would be an 
advantage to the Government, as it would insure 
the entry of many detached forty and eighty-acre 
tracts, which have been long in market, and that 
otherwise would not be entered. If this amend- 
ment becomes a law, many of the young men who 
have served in this war will appropriate their war- 
rants to enlarging the farms of their fathers, by 
taking second-rate lands because of its contiguity 
to the farm. 

When the bill to which the bill now under con- 
sideration is an amendment was under considera- 
tion, he gave his views at some length. It did not 
pass in the shape he desired. It was not, in his 
opinion, liberal enough to the soldier who left the 

| endearments and comforts of home, and marched 

_ to the battle-field. He was opposed then to any re- 

strictions upon these grants of land, and was in favor 

of leaving the soldier free to dispose of this small 

bounty, granted to him as a reward for his patri- 
| otism, in such manner as he might think would 
best promote his interest. He then remarked, that 
the warrants issued to the soldiers should be in 
such form as to make them most available to the 
soldier. He should be left free to locate his war- 
rant upon any lands belonging to the Government 
and subject to sale, and at such time as might best 
promote his interest or convenience. Any restric- 
tions in relation to the location or transfer of the 
warrant, would lessen the value of the grant, and 
of course destroy one of the principle objects con- 
templated by the bill now under consideration. He 
was for giving the soldier full power to make the 
most out of this land bounty that he could. 

The bill of 11th February, 1847, was defective 
in another particular: it should have extended its 
provisions to the brothers and sisters of those who 
were killed, or who died in the service. He had 
the honor, when that bill was under consideration, 
to offer a substitute which embraced them. The 
same reason existed for extending the benefits of 
“that act to the brothers and sisters of those who 
were killed, or who died in the service, as in ex- 
tending it to the father and mother. It was true 
that in many cases the son was the stay and sup- 
port of the aged and infirm parents; and it was 
equally true, that in very many cases he was also 
the stay and support, the guardian and protector, 
of younger brothers and sisters; many of these cases 
were within his own knowledge. Did any gen- 
tleman, in voting for the bill granting bounty lands 
to those who enlisted or volunteered to serve in the 

resent war with Mexico, make any other caleu- 
om than to give the full amount of land provided 
in the bill, either to the soldier or his heirs? Did 
|| any one, think you, make the ealculation of how 
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